


Gariy poll returns show Ozal s sth ach 


ANKARA (AF) — Tories voted Sunday in elections expected to cad the 
reign of the conservative Motherland Party sod possibly undermine 
President Turgot Ozal, Tnrkey's **>«■*■»* poBt ionn awy the end of 
mflStazy nde in 1983. Although the president was not up for redaction, 
touting pofi&te hot rowed to oust Mr. Ozal or Emit lam to the largely 
ceremonial role traditionally held by the president. The 30 minion voters 
were choosing -cantiktates for five-year toms in the 450-sett, singfe- 
dhamber pariunent,' Voting is coa^nboty. Tbs first unnffH ^ i w * ™ 
huScated the Mothedand Party, founded by Mr. Ozal and led by Meant 
YDraaz. would lose die pattiameniaiy majority it has held the 
nnStary handed over power to civilians eight yean ago. With neatly 
134,000 ballon .comistad, the top vote-getter was the centre-right True 
, Path Patty, with 26Lfi6 per cent, the semi-official Anatolia news agency 
repotted. The party Is fed by SukynunDemheL a veteran politician twice 
ousted by .the .military. Next mm* the centre-left SwmI Democratic 
Popifist Party bad by physics professor Erdal Inouu, with 25 51 per cent 
Both parties share Motherland's pro- Weston stance and com m itment to 
liberal fie&markct economic policies. Motherland had 24.56 .per cent. 
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Algeria accepts conference invitation 


EtS (R) — Algeria has accepted an invitation to take part 
■ in the Middle East peace conference in Madrid, the official 


as an 
news 


ALGIERS 
observer .. 

agency APS reported Sunday. The agency said Algeria, the third North 
African country to de c lare it would attend the conference, decided to take 
pan after intense contacts with Palestinians, Arab and European 
.countries and Ac United States. It said invitation to attend the conference 
as observer had been sent to all members of the Arab Maghreb Union — 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. Morocco and Tunisia 
haw already announced they will attend. Libyan leader Muamar Oadhafi, 
who opposes the conference, on Saturday challenged Arab states to hold a 
referendum on whether they should take pan in the conference. APS said 
Algeria was appealing to all the Arab parties to coordinate their positions 
ahead of the Oct. 30 conference. 
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Arab coordination 
ahead of peace talks 


ibr ary ^ 

■' ;; r ; 

” -tst!*. 

-“'trig. 
- -- -.ink 

• : -He:. \ 
\ ‘ ■-“« 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 
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*5vMMAN — His 
Hussein Sunday held talks with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
on moves ahead of the Middle 
East peace conference to be held 
in Madrid on Oct. 30 and issues 
related to a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation which will 
attend the conference. 

The talks were attended an the 
Jordanian side by Prime 
Minister Taber Masri, ' Royal 
Court Chief Sherif Zeid Ben 
Shaker, King Hussein's Political 
Advisor A rinan Aba Odeh and 
the King's Military Secretary 
Prince Talal Ben Mohammad. 
On the Palestinian side induded 
Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Executive Committee 
members Farouq Qaddonmi, 
Sulaiman Najjab, Yasser Abed 
Rabbo and Yasser Amr and 
Palestinian Ambassador to Jor- 
dan A1 Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 

Earlier Sunday, Mr. Masri met 
with Mr. Arafat and discussed 
with him Jcmiaman-Palestinian 
Coordination prior to the peace 
conference,- . and . coordination 
with other Arab parties directly 
involved in the peace eonr 
ference, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

The meeting was attended by 


Deputy Prime- Minister and 
Transport and Telecommunica- 
tion Minister AH Suheimat, In- 
formation Minister Mahmoud AI 
Sharif and Director of the Fore- 
ign Ministry’s Palestinian Affairs 
Department Adel Exsbead. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived here 
from Syria after a reconciliation 
meeting with President Hafez Al . 
Assad, is seeking a summit of die 
leaders of the five Arab parties 
directly involved in the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

In comments to repeaters, Mr: 
Arafat, chairman of the PLO, 
said he was carrying a -message 
from President Assad to King 
Hussein “concerning die (prop- 
osed) Arab su m m i t and Arab, 
coordination.” 

“Our discussions with King 
Hussein win focus on tins issue 
(Arab summit) as well as other 
issues of concern such as coor- 
dination with the Jordanian gov- 
ernment on matters related to die 
peace process,” he said. 

PLO sources said later the 
King and Mr. Arafat discussed 
the draft of a Jordanian- 
Palesturian agreement on the 
principles and workings of the 
joint delegation to the peace con- ' 
ference. 

Reports said that the King and 
Mr. Arafat were expected to 
announce - the formation and 
make-up of the joint delegation 
after the formal endorsement and 


signing of the agreement Bnt it 
was not clear when the signing 
win take place. 

. A joint Jordaman-Palestinian 
committee, headed by King Hns- 
sein and Mr. Arafat is dealing 
with issues related to the joint 
delegation, said Prime Minister 
Masri, who received the PLO 
chair man upon amvaL 

“We really hope that there win 
be a united Arab stand regarding 
the conference and the issues it 
wQl discuss,” Mr. Masri said in 
reference to prospects fora ndni- 
snmnrit of Arab leaders on the 
peace conference. 

“We are in foil coordination 
with the PLO,” Mr. Masri said. 
“Whatever happens with one of 
die rides, the other is notified 
about” 

Mr. Arafat who win travel to 
Cairo Monday, is reportedly 
seeking a c ommi tment from all 
Arab parties attending the peace 
conference that no bilateral 
agreement with Israel will be 
signed without. tins Palestinians 
reaching an agreement with the 
Jewish state. 

The Associated Press quoted 
Abdul Rahim Malloah, a mem- 
ber df the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, as saying that “the PLO is 
trying to secure an Arab commit- 
ment that no Arab state will 
normalise relations with Israel 

(CWhwKd an page 5) 



BBs Majesty King Hussein Sunday receives Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat at the Royal Palace (Photo by Yousef Al 'AHan) 




Israeli cabinet votes to 
attend Madrid conference 
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,-zzsta TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
i Minister Yitzhak Shamir’s 
cK'S cabinet voted Simday in favour of 
V:-. r-iq- Israel attending the Middle East 
_ -.::r-c peace conference to be sponsored 
> ■; j- by the United States and the 
-v _ ;i Soviet Union in Madrid. 

The vote was 16 in favour and 
three against, said Transport 
Minister Moahe Katzav, who 
briefed reporters after the 7Vt* 
hour cabinet meeting. 

It was the last step needed for 
Israel to attend the conference, 
which was announced Friday in 
occupied Jerusalem by U.S. 
‘.’5 Secretary of State Janies Baker 
1 ^ r Ttnd Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 

- “T -j- Pankin. 

*- ~ T? The favourable vote came de- 
• spite fears by some in the govern- 
ment — the most right-wing in 
Israel’s history — that the confer- 
ence would force Israel to with- 
draw from occupied territories. 

Health Minister Ehud Ohhert, 
a dose ally of Mr. Shamir, said 


Jordan welcomes Israel’s decision- 

AMMAN (R) — Jordan Sunday became the first Arab country to 
welcome Israel’s decision to attend Arab-bracEi peace talks in 
Madrid on Oct. 30. 

With tins (Israeli acceptance), all the parties to the talks have 
agreed to attend and the convening of the conference has become a 
reality,” Information Minister Mahmoud Al Sharif told Reuters. 

“We hope this will be the beginning towards laying the basis of a 
true peace in the region,” Mr. Sharif added. 
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tile conference will provide “a 
very serious and meaningful 
opportunity for peace negotia- 
tions ... between Israel and each 
one of its Arab partners.” 

Interior Minister Arye Deri, 
who voted for attending, said he 
believed a U.S. letter of assur- 
ances negotiated over several 
months guarantees American 
support for Israel’s demand that 
no Palestinian state be created. 

“Why should we Mock the way 
for any one of our children or 
citizens, to tell them thee is' no 


chance for peace,” he added. 
“This is the meaning of a vote 
against” 

Housing Minister Ariel Shar- 
on, the most outspoken opponent 
of the con fe rence in Mr. Shamir’s 
Likud Bloc, said the cabinet was 
not holding firmly to brad’s re- 
fusal to cede occupied land to the 
Arabs. 

“We capitulated. We did not 
stick to any of our demands," be 
saxL “Not a tiring remains of 
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Hostage, 
detainees 
to be freed 

BEIRUT (AP) — Ah American 
hostage is expected to be released 
within 24 hoars, the Uirited Na- 
tions information office here 
announced in a statement Sun- 
day. 

A group of Arab prisoners 
jailed in the Israeli-controlled 
border zone in Sooth Lebanon 
will also be freed, said the state* 
Mfeeot released at 2 p.m. (1200 
GWT). 

The statement came hoots af- 
ter Israel suggested that definitive 
proof that serviceman Josef Fmk, 
missing in Lebanon since 1986, 
was dad, had broken a month- 
long deadlock in freeing prisoners 
and hostages. 

Uri Ln hratti, Israel’s chief hos- 
tage negotiator, said his g o ve rn-, 
meat was “not ready to move 
without fins in for m ation reaching 
ns.” 

OriSfomm, an Israeli attorney 
involved in the contacts, hinted 
Israel may nov free more Arab 
detainees, a key demand by kid- , 
nappm holding the nine Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

-Se cutfry sources, in fhesouth, 
reqnettiag . anonymity, said a 
batrih of Arab prisone rs was ex- 
pected tobe released fromEJriam 


Three Iisraeli soldiers 
killed in Hizbollah blast 


MARIAYOUN, Lebanon 
(Agencies) Reafetance fighters 
IdQed three Israeli sokfiers with a 
South Lebanon bomb ambush 


Security sources said a bomb 
planted in the road caqploded as 
an Israeli patrol passed on a hill 
about two kflometras east of the 
town of Nabatiyeh, Betting 
annoured vdrictes ablaze. 

Three Israeli Hddaeis were kil- 
led — tiie heaviest toll since an 
Iiaaelifpdmli& dash on July. 17. 
Security sources said five Israelis 
were wounded. The Israeli army 
reported three dead and two 
wounded. 

The Islamic resistance, a coali- 
tion led by the pro-Iranian HGa- 
to H ah ^|^-Qr of God), claimed 

A Hizbollah statement said 
Sunday’s attack was made -to 
oppose a US. push to domtoate 
the Mhkfle East through ifoe 
peace co nfe r ttn ee and showed 
would fight on - for 




(CMOaned on page 3) 


“The honourable stragglers 
continue the hriy war against the 
ZioiBSt invaders and are trying 
with thdr strong hands and steel 
wilL to stand in the face of the 
plmw of international bkspbemy 
and its conspiracies,” the Hhftbt- 
tah 


“These stragglers are abo pro-' 


ving that the threads of tins con- 
spiracy are thmnerlhan a spider’s 
web, that the resistance- is aide 
with the hefoof God to continue 
this path of struggle,” it added. 

The Hizbollah statement said 
two vehicles were destroyed and 
aH inside woe IdUed. It estimated 
the Israeli dead and wounded at 
15. 

The ambush took place- on the 
edge of the anti-resistance buff er 
strip winch Israel and its local 
alties control across Sooth Leba- 
non. Israeli troops and helicop- 
ters combed surtoumfing IriUs for 
boms after the blast. 

The bomb exploded when two 
Israeli armoured personnel car- 
riers were passing through the 
area as part of “routine oper- 
ational activity,” the Israeli army 
said. 

Three soldiers were killed in 
the blast and two others wound- 
ed. One suffered serious injuries 
and another Was sfightiy wound- 
ed, it said. The names of the 
victims were not released. 

The soldiers belonged to the 
Golani Brigade, Israel Radio 
said. 

The army statement said 
Israel's Chief of Staff Efand Barak 
and the head of tire army’s north- 
ern command, Yitzhak Mor- 
dechai, arrived in the area and 
questioned sokfiers and officers. 


Palestinian 

negotiator 

expects 

settlement 

freeze 

OCCUPIED GAZA STRIP (R) 
— The top Palestinian negotiator 
to the Middle East peace confer- 
ence' said Sunday he expected 
Israel to freeze Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip soon after talks 
begin in Madrid Oct. 30. 

Dr. Haider Abdul Sfaafi, 72, 
was chosen Saturday to head the 
Palestinian delegation to the con- 
ference. 

Freezing of settlements. Dr. 
Abdnl Shafi told Reuters, “would 
be very helpful. We are not mak- 
ing it a condition, but we expect 
brad to freeze settlement at a 
very eariy stage after the start of 
negotiations.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir's hardline government, which 
voted overndtelmingly Sunday to 
enter the historic talks, has in 
recent months accelerated Jewish 
settlement of the occupied terri- 
tories. 

Some 100,000 Jews and 1.75 
uriDion Arabs now five there. 

Dr. Abdnl Shafi, associated 
with the Palestinian left, heads 
the Red Crescent Society in the 
occupied Gaza Strip. He was one 
of tiie fonnders of the Palestine 
National CounriL 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said Israel 
.risked isolation and pressure 
from the United States and the 
Soviet Union if it did not modify 
its present positions. 

“Hopefully some sort of press- 
ure will be exercised so that Israel 
win feel the necessity of becom- 
ing more flexible.” > 

The success or failure of the 
conference wfll depend on the 
Israelis, he said. 

“If brad continues to hold to 
its inflexible position, the fikefi- 
hood of a breakdown in the con- 
ference is very real.” 

Were Israel to agree in princi- 
ple to the concept of Palettinian 
self-determination and of state- 
hood, Dr. Abdnl Shafi said: “It 
would encourage Palestinians to 
move towards the ideas of peace 
in stages and autonomy (for Arab 
residents of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza).” 

Mr. Shamir rejects any halt of 
Jewish settiements or the creation 
of a Palestinian state in the occu- 
pied territories. 

* Mr. Abdnl Shafi said the issue 
of Jerusalem was very complex, 
and would “require much more 

nnriMM n 


“I admit that we as Palestinians 
could see it as a very simple 
matter, but in reality it is very 
complicated. In this sense it is 
reasonable not to be In a rush to 
try to deal wife this issue.” 
The status of Arab East Jeru- 
salem is to be fescussed at a later 
stage of the peace talks. 

Diplomatic sources said mean- 
while, Israel and . Syria are 
already at odds about where to 
bold direct bilateral negotiations 


S ) 


Hrawi in Paris 

PARIS (AP) — Lebanese Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi arrived Sunday 
for a two-day official visit to 
discuss fee Middle East peace 
^conference and French aid for his 
country’s* reconstruction after 16 
years of dvO war. 

Mr. Hrawi was accompanied 
by a six-man delegation for his 
first official visit to France since 
be was elected Nov. 24,1989. 

He is to meet President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand Monday, as well 
as Foreign Minister Roland. 
Dumas and Defence Minister 
Pierre Joxe. 


King, P ankin review Soviet 
role in Arab-Israeli parley 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Boris Panlrin Sunday 
discussed preparations for fee 
Middle East peace con fe rence to 
be held in Madrid, Spain, on Oct. 
30 and Moscow’s efforts to help 
ensure the success of the confer- 
ence. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, which reported the meeting, 
did not give details. Mr. Panlrin 
said in an arrival statement that 
his country would exert all efforts 
to make fee conference a success. 

Foreign Minister Kamel Aba 
Jaber, who received Mr. Panlrin 
upon arrival from Syria, express- 
ed Jordan’s hope that fee Soviet 
Union would continue to support 
fee Arab position at the Madrid 
conference. 

“We look forward to seeing 
Soviet support continue now that 
we are on the doorsteps of the 
peace talks,” Dr. Abu Jaber told 
reporters. He also expressed 
hope that Mr. Panlrin’s visit to 
Jordan would help advance 
Soviet-Jordanian relations. 

The King’s talks with Mr. 
Pankm, who is on his first visit to 
tiie Middle East as Soviet foreign 
minister, were attended by Prime 
Minister Taher Masri and other 
senior officials as well as the 
Soviet ambassador to Jordan, 
Yuri Geradmov. 

In his arrival comments, Mr. 
Pankin said his talks would main- 
ly focus on fee push for a sedation 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
through the Madrid conference, 
which will be co-sponsored by the 
U.S. and the Soyfet Umont ' 

Mr. Pankin, whose Presklent 



Hb Majesty King Hussein heads fee Jordanian side to fa&s Snudny 
wife Soviet Foreign Minister Boris Pankm (Photo by Yousef Al 'Afl^) 


Mikhail Gorbachev will attend 
the Madrid meeting along wife 
U.S. President George Bush, said 
his country attached great im- 
portance to the conference as a 
“historic taming point” in the 
Middle East, offering a real 
chance for peace and stability for 
all peoples in the region. 

“An opportunity for peace in 
the region has come,” Mr. Pank- 
in said. “We hope that the forth- 
coming Arab-Israeli peace talks 
would give a momentum for 
peace and would achieve the de- 
sired objectives,” he added. 

“The peace conference is de- 
signed to help the parties in- 
volved to reach permanent 
peace,” he said. “The Soviet 
Union feels that it is its duty to 
work to w ar ds ensuring the suc- 
cess for all efforts in this direc- 
tion.” 


Asked whether the Soviet Un- 
ion, had any guarantees th 2 i 
Israel, with whom Moscow re- 
newed diplomatic ties Friday, will 
relinquish occupied Arab terri- 
tories, he said: “Nobody c^n 
guarantee the outcome of the 
peace conference. Issues which 
will be part of the conference 
agenda will be directly discussed 
by the participants who have to 
solve them...” 

“We will exert all our efforts to 
help them,” he added. 

“Jordan, he added, occupies a 
pivotal role in the peace process 
and his visit to Amman also 
offered him a chance to seek 
means to further bilateral ties. 

Mr. Pankm,, who, along with 
his American counterpart James 
Baker, announced fee Madrid 
peace conference during a visit to 

(Conlteued m page 5) 




ARAB BANK 

Announces the opening 
of a new office in 

Wadi Saqra st. 
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Banking services started 
on Saturday 

19 October 1991 


Wadi Saqra st. 

P.O.Box 2711 / Jabal Amman 
Tel : 617361 , 617362 
Fax : 617363 


YRAB BANK , GENERAL MANAGEMENT , SHMEISAN’I . AMMAN 
P.O.BOX 950544-5.. TELEPHONE ; 660115 . 66015 1 . 

TELEX : 23091 ARABNK JO , FAX : 606793. 
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Middle East News 


Israel’s nuclear arsenal 


far larger than suspected 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Israel possesses a nuclear 
weapons arsenal far larger than 
the United States has suspected 
and has gone on foil nuclear alert 
three times in the past, according 
to a new book. 

“The Samson Option,” by in- 
vestigative reporter Seymour 
Hersh, was to be published Sun- 
day. The New York Times re- 
ported on the book Sunday. 

Mr. Hersh writes that Israel 
now possesses 300 or more nuc- 
lear warheads mounted on artil- 
lery shells, in land mines in the 
occupied Golan Heights and on 
missiles. Israel also has hundreds 
of low-yield neutron warheads — 
weapons designed to kill people 
bat leave property undamaged, 
he says. 

U.N. intelligence estimates 
Israel has fewer than 100 
weapons, the Times reported. 

“America's policy towards the 
Israeli arsenal was not just one of 
beagin neglect; it was a conscious 
policy of ignoring reality,” Mr. 
Hersh wrote. 

Mr. Hersh also says the Israelis 
have gone on hill nuclear alert — 
meaning endear missiles were 
wheeled out of silos and put on 
launchers — three times: twice 
during die 1973 Arab-Israeli war 
and once this year when Israel 
was under attack by Iraq. 

Israel has never acknowledged 
that it possesses endear weapons, 
although the United States and 
other countries have long main- 
tained it does. 

Other authors have written ab- 
out Israel's nuclear programme, 
but the Times said many of Mr. 
Hersh’s specific allegations are 
new. The newspaper mi d it- inter- 
viewed officials and experts in the 


United States who corroborated 
Mr. Herab’s allegations. 

Among them: 

— The Israelis built a false 
control room and other fake sites 
to trick American inspectors into 
believing they were being used 
solely as a research facility. 

— Convicted spy Jonathan Pol- 
lard passed information to Israel 
for four years, not the 18 months 
that prosecutors alleged at his 
trial. He also passed on far more 
secret data than prosecutors 
alleged. Mr. Pollard was con- 
victed of spying for Israel in 1987. 

— Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak S hamir gave Moscow sani- 
tised versions of American intelli- 
gence documents that bad been 
given to Israel by Mr. Pollard. 
The documents were turned over 
directly to Yevgeny Primakov, 
die Soviet foreign ministry spe- 
cialist on Middle Eastern affairs. 

Most of the account of the 
nuclear programme's early his- 
tory is supported by declassified 
U.S. documents. Mr. Hersh's 
account of more recent events 
refies more heavily on officials he 
(fid not identify. 

Mr. Heish was a reporter for 
die Times from 1972 to 1979. He 
is now a contract employee in die 
Times’ Washington bureau. 

Mr. Hersh, quoting Israeli and 
U.S. officials who disenssed die 
matter with Israelis, says Israel’s 
central strategic doctrine during 
the 1970s and much of the 1980s 
was that the Soviet Union should 
know that it was under die threat 
of Israeli nuclear attack. 

Mr. Henh wrote that Israel 
used U.S. satellite reconnaiss- 
ance photographs and other in- 
telligence data to target Soviet 
dries, the newspaper said. Some 


Iraqi Kurds and Turks 


hold secret meeting 


DOHUK (R) — Massoud Barza- 
ni, one of two key Iraqi Kurdish 
leaders, held secret talks in north- 
ern Iraq Saturday with a top 
emissary of Turkish President 
Turgot Ozal and a U.S. State 
Deparment official, Kurdish 
sources said. 

They said the talks took place 
in the town Zawita whQe- crowd 
of 60,000 Kurds waited in nearby 
Dohuk to be addressed by>Mr. 
Barzani, on the road to lobby 
support for a peace and auton- 
omy deal he has negotiated with 
the government. 

While die meeting was taking 
place, eight Turkish soldiers held 
captive by rebel Turkish Kurds 
were turned over to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) office in 
Zakho, 40 kOometrcs north of 
Dohuk. 

Turkey said seven of its sol- 
diers captured on Aug. 5 had 
been freed by die rebels Satur- 
day. General elections were tak- 
ing place in Turkey Sunday and 
the release of the soldiers was 
dearly timed to have maximum 
impact. 

Details of the Barzam-Turkfth 
talks were not revealed but Iraqi 
Kurds have protested to Turkey 
over cross-border raids by Tur- 
kish troops against bases of die 
autonomy-see king Kurdish 
Workers Party (PKK). 

Iraqi Kurds say civilians were 
wounded in the Turkish raids. 
Turkey denies it. 

Mr. Barzani, chief of t he K nr- 
distan Democratic Party (KDP), 
one of two major Iraqi guerrilla 
faction in Kurdistan, was making 
his first visit to Dohuk since a 
post-Gulf war rebellion against 
the government collapsed at the 
end of March. 

He was greeted by an enthu- 
siastic crowd that jammed the 
city’s streets when be arrived late 
on Saturday morning. 

After entering the beadquar- 



Massand Baraami 


less of the Iraqi Kurdistan Front 
shortly before noon, he left by 
back door and heaoed for the 
secret meeting iq Zawita while a 
noisy crowd of su ppor te r s waited 
for him in front of the building, 
Kurdish source said. 

The talks with the Turkish de- 
legation lasted for two hours. 

Mr. Barzani is under pressure 
from veteran Kurdish nationalist 
Jalal Talabaxri, his chief rival for 
the hearts and minds of Iraq’s 
Kurds. 

The KDP leader, whose family 
has been at the forefront of the 
Kurdish nationalist struggle for 
two generations, brought his 
draft autonomy agreement back 
from Baghdad in mid- August. 

Mr. Talabani, who heads the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK), is openly critical of Mr. 
Barzam’s draft agreement, saying 
ft surrendered Kurdish land and 
freedoms. 

Negotiations with Baghdad 
have been brought to a standstill 
because of the differences be- 
tween the two men, key members 
of the Kurdistan Front umbrella 
alliance. 
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of the material was obtained 
openly and some of ft illegally, 
the n ew s pap er said. 

He said Israel has tactical and 
strategic weapons, including 
more than 100 nuclear artillery 
shells and nodear landmines in 
the Golan Heights, and hundreds 
of low-yield neutron warheads 
capable of destroying large num- 
bers of enemy troops. 

Hie Israeli government’s 
general response to the reports in 
Mr. Hersh’s book was to restate 
the formulation it always offers 
when asked about its midear 


programme. 

“Israel is not going to be die 
first to introduce nudear arms in 
the Middle East,” the newspaper 
quoted Israeli defence ministry 
spokesman Danny Naveh as 
saying. 

The New York Times reported 
that Mr. Hersh also made these 
assertions in the book: 

— Successive U.S. presidents, 
with the exception erf John F. 
Kennedy, did little to restrain the 
Israeli programme, afraid of 
adverse electoral re pe r c us sions. 

— In the 1950s and 1960s, the 
French government sent hun- 
dreds of scientists and engineers 
to help the Israelis build then- 
underground nudear complex at 
Dimona. While it was generally 
know the French provided assist- 
ance, Mr. Hersh wrote that the 
level of their assistance was far 
greater than U.S. analysts had 
previously thought. 

— The strategic doctrine be- 
hind the targetting was that 
Soviet intelfigence agents would 
learn of die nudear threat and 
that as a result Soviet leaders 
would limit their military aid to 
Arab allies in the time of war. 


Pollution 
experts to 
meet in 


Dubai 


DUBAI (R) — Pollution experts 
from Gulf Arab countries will 
gather in Dubai this week for a 
major environment conference to 
itirniK the air and sea pollution 
caused by the Gulf war which 
ended in February. A 

The' two-day conference, which 
starts Tuesday, has been ergrfl 
nised by die Gulf Area Oil Com- 
panies Mutual Aid Organisation 
(GOACMAO), set up in the 
1970s to exchange information 
and cooperate on pollution prob- 
lems. 

The participants will discuss 
the pollution situation in the Gulf 
and ways to fight oil fires and 
protect desalination plants from 
ofl pollution. 

“We have a strong line-op of 
speakers,” Richard Atkinson of 
.Dubai Petroleum Company, cur- 
rent chairman of GOACMAO, 
said Sunday. 

The executive committee of 
GOACMAO, which brings 
together 10 major ofl companies 
on the Arab side of the Gulf, will 
hold its routine quarterly meeting 
in Dubai Monday, he added. 

Iraq, accused of devastating 
marine life and damaging hun- 
dreds of kilometres of die Gulf 
coast, faces expulsion from 
GOACMAO — but only because 
ft has not paid its membership 
fees. 

Millions of barrels of erode ofl 
were dum ped in die water and 
hundreds of oSweUs were set 
ablaze in Kuwait in February. 

Mr. Atkinson said Iraq had 
until Nov. 17 to pay its dues or 
face automation expulsion from 
die group. There has been no 
contact with Iraq since it invaded 
Kuwait, another GOACMAO 
member, in August 1990. 

Iran, which has toe longest 
shoreline on the Gulf coast, is not 
a member of GOACMAO. 
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Senior GCC official 
to attend Madrid talks 


■ ■ ’ * '"■■* ' ' ’ 

Brunner to head U.N. Iraq says $ 
team to peace conference harvest to ^ 


BAHRAIN (R) — Abdullah 
I Bishara, secretary general of the 
I six-member Guff Cooperation 
Council (GCC), said Sunday he 
would attend the Middle East 
peace co nferen ce in Madrid this 
, month as an observer. 

“An invitation has been ex- 
I tended for me to represent the 
I GCC as an observer ... 1 wzll be 
there on Oct. 28,” Mr. Bishara 
told Reuters by telephone from 
GCC headquarters in Riyadh. 

“My role is a historic opportun- 
ity and by bong there we will 
send a strong signal that the GCC 
ft willing, to do its best to posh the 
peace process forward,” he said. 

The members of the econo m ic 
and defence alliance are Kuwait, 
Saadi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, 
Bahrain and toe United Arab 
Emirates. 

Mr. Bishara said he was unable 
to comment further on the GCC 
rede in the talks, which are ex- 
pected to have three phases — an 
opening session, bilateral talks 
between Israel and key Arab 
delegations, then broader discus- 
sions with other Arab states. 

But Gulf-based diplomats said 
Saudi Arabia, the dominant 
member of the alliance, had indi- 
cated it was willing to participate 
in multilateral talks with laid on 
arms control and water rights. 

Those talks are part of stage 
three of the co n ference and are 
scheduled to begin on Nov. 13, 
the diplomats said. 

The GCC would not partici- 
pate in bilateral talks between 
Israel and frontline Arab states 
due to begin four days after the 
opening session, they said. 

“Details have not been worked 
out but ft is conceivable die GCC 
will send Mr. Bishara to the 
multilateral talks as well as some 
states attending individaally — 
Saudi Arabia is the only GCC 
state which has confirmed it ft 
coming,'’ one diplomat said. 

Diplomats in the region say 
Saudi Arabia has played a' major 
behind-the-scenes role in bring- 


r s 






mg other Arab states to the confer- 
ence table' and would continue to 
help iron out sticking points with 
Syria and Egypt, its allies daring 
the Gulf war. 

The kingdom ended a freeze on 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) assets after the Pales- 
tine National Council voted in' 
Algiers last month to back U.S. 
efforts to convene a conference, 
the diplomats said. 

Tbe assets, mainly taxes on the 
salaries of Palestinians working in 
the kingdom, were frozen last 
year in retaliation for Palestinian 
support for Iraq in tbe Golf crisis. 

Yasser Ararat’s photograph 
appeared in Saudi newspaper on 
Sunday for the first time since the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Dipkmiat5saklindivtdual GCC 
states had also been invited to 
attend the opening session of the 
co n ference on Oct 30 but it was 
unlikely they would come. 
Bahrain was the only member to 
announce it had received an in- 
vitation Saturday. 


U.N. official says Sudan 
food deal partly blocked 


NAIROBI (R)^- A senior U.N. 
official said Saturday that" tbtf" 
Sudanese government and rebels-' 1 
were moving towards agreement 
on a series of land routes to give 
safe passage for food aid in the 
southern war zone. 

But U.N. Under-Secretary 
James Jonah said a full deal on 
the relief routes was blocked by a 
splinter group within the rebel 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SFLA) which objected to the 
agreement because it was not 
given a say in it. 

After talks with gover nm ent 
and mainstream SPLA repre- 
sentatives in the Kenyan capital 
Nairobi, Mr. Jonah told r eporte s 
that both sides accepted in princi- 
ple toe U.N.’s plans for a series of . 
land routes in tbe south — where 
more than one million people are 
suffering tbe effects of war and 
drought 


Lain Akol, one of the leaders 
of a faction which split from 
SPLA chief John Garang in Au- 
gust, was angry at not being 
invited to take part in Saturday’s 
talks. Mr. Jonah said Mr. Akol 
had told him later that his group 
would not accept what had been 


And the government would not 
fully agree to the deal unless the 
splinter faction gave the go- 
ahead. 

Mr. Jonah, who was travelling 
to Sudan Sunday for a three-day 
visit, suggested the agreement in 
principle would be enough to 
boost the use of land routes. 

He said deals could be worked 
out with die splinter group on the 


More than seven million peo- 
ple are at risk from starvation this 
year throughout Sudan. The 
U.N. World Food Programme’s 
director in Khartoum, Trevor 
Page, said half a ntilfion tonnes of 
food aid had been delivered to 
them so far this year, averting a 
“catastrophe.’' 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — In 
Iris first comments on toe Middle 
Fflrf peace conference slated for 
Madrid, Secretaiy-General Javier 

Perez de Cuellar named a small 
team to attend toe meeting de- 
spite dissatisfaction with toe 
U.N.'s observer status. 

He also compfimented U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
for bringing the conference sche- 
duled for Oct. 30 to fruition. 

“I am very happy that the 
epp fa re n ce ft firing place and I 
am in admiration of what Mr. 
Baker has done over the 
months,” he said^’T think it ft a 
remarkable success.” 

He said he would send 
Edouard Brunner, Switzerland’s 
ambassador to the United States, 
as his representative to tbe meet- 
ing at which the United Nations is 
relegated to observer stains, a 
situation he criticised earlier. 

Asked if he was content with 
the U.N. role, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said only, “I have been 
asked to send a special repre- 
sentative as an observer and he 
wiH contribute if necessary to the 
success of the conference.” 

He said Mr. Brunner, 
appointed last March as his envoy 
for the Middle East, would take a 
small team “in order to be pre- 
sent during the inauguration of 
the conference.” 

The U.N. chief said on Sept. 20 
U.N. observer status at a Middle 
East con fe re n ce was “insufficient 
and unfair.” 

He said that the United Na- 
tions should not be going to the 



Edouard 


confe re nce on the same footing as 
, the European Community be- 
cause “one is a regional organisa- 
tion and the other one is an 
international organisation, toe 
global, toe world o r g an is atio n.” 
Israel, which says ft distrusts 
tbe United Nations, objects to 
a large U.N. role as being loaded 
against ft. 

1 Mr. Pexez de Cuellar believes 
that any resolution of the conflict 
must be on the basis of Security 
Council’s landmark Resolution 
242, which called for toe with- 
drawal of Israeli armed forces 
from territories occupied in the' 
1967 Middle East-war and ack- 
nowledgement of the right of 
every state in the area to five m 
peace within secure boundaries. 


Surprised Spam thrust into 


centre of Mideast peace effoi 


g r ound and -added that while this 1 - 
group controlled enough territory' 
to be able to disrupt relief cbn^ 
voys, he hoped ft would not do 
so. 

“We’re going on the assump- 
tion that if anyone obstructs the 
relief routes, we’ll speak out 
against them,’’ he said. Mr. 
Jonah argued that to have given 
U.N. recognition to tbe splinter 
group by inviting ft to the talks 
cpuld have angered the main- 
stream SPLA and jeopardised tbe 

tal]a completely. 


MADRID (R) — Spain, already 
gearing np for the Olympic 
Games and tbe Expo World Fair 
in 1992, must now also tackle tbe 
problems of its surprise role as 
host for thq long-sought Middle 
East peace conference. 

Switzerland had been confident 
that Lausanne would be named 
tbe venue, but U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker startled the 
world by announring that Madrid 
would be the launching pad for 
the confernece on Oct. 30. 

“We had the first indication 
and steited preparations just 48 
bonis ago and 24- hours ago we 
knew for sure,” Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonralearftrid* new$ con- 
ference with Mr. Baker Saturday, 
i He said be bettered Spam's 
long history and its well-known 
desire to co n trib u te to Middle 
East peace had contributed to flic 
choice of Madrid. 

Mr. Baker himself said Spam's 
good relations with all the Middle 


East parties involved and its ex- 
tensive connections in the region 
were factors. 

With just 11 days to get every- 
thing ready, the government im-' 
mediately appointed Deputy 
Prime Minister Nartih Sena, a 
quietly efficient Gualan, to take 
charge of preparations. 

Madrid will have to cope with 
an expected influx of about 4j0Q0 
joumafisttm addition to the dele- 
gates for the three-day meeting, 
set up by the United States and 
the 'Soviet Union. 

The conference will bring 
together Israel,' Syria, Lebanon, 
and a joint Jordanian-Palestinian' 
delegation. Egypt, the United 
Nations and toe European Com^. 
inanity Will attend as observers. 

U.S. President George Bush 
and Soviet President Mikhail 
■Gorbachev will be in Madrid for 
the opening and wifi bold infor- 
mal talks on other world issues, 
probably on Oct. 29. 


Aoun fires off fresh attack 


So aid ft already moving by 
road in tbe south but the U.N. 
wants a comprehensive deal to be 
able to plan for the approaching 
dry season when all the roads 
should be useable. 

Relief work in the sooth, 
already fraught with problems 
because of the war, has been 
further complicated by the SPLA 
split. The splinter group accused 
Colonel Garang of human rights 
abuses and of behaving like a 
dictator. 


against Hrawi government 


PARIS (R) — Exiled Lebanese 
General Michel Aoun has 
touched off a potential row by 
dubbing Lebanon’s Syrian-back- 
ed leaders as “collaborators,” a 
term used in France for those 
who served the wartime Nazis. 

He spoke in a television prog- 
ramme screened Sunday when 
Lebanese President Elias Hrawi 
arrived in Paris for a two-day 
official visit. 


The SPLA controls large tracts 
of the souths. It has fought for 
eight years against what ft sees as 
domination of tbe mainly Christ- 
ian and amorist south by the 
Muslim, Arab north. 


The remarks in his first filmed 
interview since going into exile 
were expected to embarrass 
France and focus anger on tbe- 
privatety-owned La Cinq televi- 
sion channeL 

A Syrian-led assault on east 
Beirut toppled rebel General 
Aoun a year ago, after fatter 
fighting, and be sheltered in 
Fence's embassy in Beirut. 

He was granted political asy- 
lum in France two months ago on 
condition that be refrained from 
political statements. 

But be granted a spate of inter- 
views to newspapers on his arrival 


and was publicly rebuked by 
Flench au tho riti es on Sep. 6. He 
had been silent since then. 

“One has never before seen a 
patriot (like himself) cited before 
the courts while the “cofiabos” 
are in power (in Lebanon) as they 
are in this case,” he said in the 
interview in bus doarfy -guarded 
villa outside Marseille. It was 
shown to Reuters Saturday. 

“What ft seen as a virtue in tbe 
entire world (patriotism) ft consi- 
dered a vice where Lebanon ft 
concerned... where toe “col- 
labos,’ are internationally recog- 
nised,” Gen. Aoun said. 

. Geo. Aoun, who speaks flaw- 
less French, pres uma bly knows 
the term “coBabo,” coined dur- 
ing the 1940-1944 German 
occupation to describe those who 
helped the Nazis, ft an emotional- 
ly-charged expression in French. 

He told La Qnq there was a 
“plot” to maintain international 
silence about Lebanon’s plight 
but be would strive for toe “re- 
covery of Lebanon’s sovereignty 
and liberty.” 
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fraction 
of basic t 
food needs 


BAGHDAD (R) '— Iraq, 
bard fat by UJN. sanctions 
and Gulf war bombing that- 
devastated its agriculture, 
said Sunday that next year’s 
harvest would satisfy only 10 
per cent of its basic food 
needs. 

Agriculture Minister 
Abdul Wahab Mahmoud Al 
Sabbagh said the March/ 
April harvest would be about 
30 per cent of normal or 
about a tenth of what Iraq 
needed in staples m an aver- 


age year.. 

Sanctions “even interfere 


with toe way we breathe. It is 
really very unfair,” be told 
Reuters in an interview. 

“Not more than two per 
cent to our food needs ft 
bong bought, and that ft by 
traders and by smuggling.” 

The minister foresaw food 
shortages and hardship for 
the nation of. 18 million 
people. 

He said Iraq had S4 bOtion 
of asse& overseas but these 
bad been frozen as part of toe 
United Nations embargo im- 
posed as punishment for its 
invasion of Kuwait. “We 
don’t have money to import 
food,” be said. 

The terms of the sanctions 
allowed Iraq to import cer- 
tain foods — wheat, rice, 
sugar, tea and cookmg oil — 
but these were a fraction of 
its requirements and ex- 
cluded spare parts and farm- 
ing inputs such as fertilisers, 
pesticides and animal vao- 


“R’s ridiculous not to be 
allowed to import machinery 
and spare parts,” Mr. Sab- 
bagb said. 

Hie said p riv ate traders 
with ^access to bard currency 
and smugglera were bringing 
in about 1,000 tonnes .A- 
monto for sale on -the free, 
market, where prices have*' 
Troubled and tripled in xeceftk^ 
months. 

fa j ln a normal year, Iraq ggK^ 
^jftrts about tJS mfltiea iOT 
nes of wheat, barley, maize*- 
soya, protein* and tidier - 
cereals. 


Iraq was about 30 per cent 
self-sufficient in such cereaft 
I and was work ing towards terf- 
al sefrsuffidency in five years 
before the Gidf crisis trig- 
gered by its invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2, 1990. . 

Mr. Sabbagh dismissed 
U.N. Resolution 706, which 
would allow the Baghdad au- 
thorities to sell crude ail 
worth $1.6 bOlzon to pay war 
reparations and buy essential 
imports under strict U.N. su- 
pervision. 


“They (U.N. monitors) 
wifi d eride its (imports) dis- 
tribution. They want to bring 
people in to watch. They 
even interfere with how we 
breathe,” he said. 

The Iraqi government has 
shown no sign of accepting 
the terms, and President Sad- 
dam H ussein has said the 
country can five under sanc- 
tions for 20 years “without 
asking anything from 
anyone.” - 

Mr. Sabbagh said Iraq’s 
agriculture had been wrecked 
by Gulf war bombing which ' 
he said fat roads, . bridges, 
dams, pumping stations and 
water regulation plants in 
land reclamation pro jecte . as 
well as livestock. 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A poop of 
30 delegates from 13 Arab and 
foreign countries gathered in 
Amman Sunday for a regional 
training semmareutided “Seed 
Technology l Coarse” which 
opened at the University of 
Jordan. 

University President Fawzi 
Oharaibeh who opened die 
session nadcriincd die impo rt * 
ance of the fapks to be discus- 
sed and. Said that- the a a p hur 
ww to improve food produo 
don in the participating coon- 
tries.' Making available 
amounts of seeds, providing 
skillful e x p e r ti se and provi ding 
other facordes are important 
dements for successful ago-: 
cxdtnral production, Dr. Ghar- 
aibeh said. 

To train seed technologists, 
a seed technology unit has 
been set up within the Faculty 
of Agriculture at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan, something which 
reflects the university's eager- 
ness to offer services that be- 
nefit die c ommuni ty, said Dr. 1 
Gbaraibeh. University officials 
said the unit not only »i»na to 
train Jordanians but akn seed 
technologists from the west 
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Sc mtea r participants at the University of Jordan 
seed technology, rartlcipaote from 13 


c onatri e o are reviewing 
food . production (Petra photo) 


Asia and North Africa region. 

Tbe seminar is sponsored by 
the International Centre for 
Agricuhnral Research in Dry 
Areas (ICARDA) and the 
German Agen cy for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ). 


The participants wffl have 
theoretical as well as practical 
training at the laboratories of 
the seed technology unit and 
win make field trips to a num- 
ber of agricultural projects in 
Jordan. 


Countries taking part in the 
seminar include Algeria, 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Leba- 
non, Libya ., Sudan, Syria, 
Pakistan, Turkey, Tunisia, 
Qatar, Uganda and Yemen as 
well as Jordan. 




Eight people 
killed in 
road accidents 


AMMAN (Petra) — Eight 
people were killed and 183 
others injured in 407 traffic 
jjjjj, , accidents which took place in 
~cr. t ’ the Kin gdom in the period 
- "" between Oct. 5 till Oct. 12, 

1991, according to Traffic De- 
partment sources. 

The sources said Amman • 
goveroorate had the most 
accidents with a total of 
209 accidents, followed by Zar- 
qa Governorate with 17 acci- 
dents, then Irbid 16, Mafraq 
11, Aqaba 8, Madaba 6, Balqa 
S mid Karak with one accident. 
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Housing Corporation to build 
275 new units near Marka 


AMMAN (J.T.) •— The Housing 
Corporation Sunday awarded a 
local construction firm a contract 
to set lip 275 bousing units to be 
bujh at Marka in eastern Amman 
and said that work on die project 
was expected to begin early next 
month. 

Corporation Director Yousef 
ffiyasat said that the housing 
project, expected to be com- 
pleted in three years, would cost 
JD 3.1 mflHpa. 

The .housing units will be cre- 


ated within 22 buildings which 
will have flats of various sizes 
ranging 143 square metres to 85 
square metres, said Mr. HiyasaL 
Tne Housing Corporation will 
take charge of all the base ser- 
vices and infrast ru c ture such as 
roads, electricity and sewage net- 
works in addition to a public park 
for the housing estate, he added. 

The Housing Co r po ra t i on has 
not yet announced the prices of 
each category but win do that in 
the coming few months. The cor- 


poration will also, open the way 
for would-be benefidaries to start 
saving up with the corporatio n in 
monthly instalments to save for 
the advance payment for the un- 
its, Mr. Hiyasat said. 

He added that expatriates 
would be welcome to apply for 
housing units in this project and 
would not be asked to meet a re- 
quirement of proving that they 
had been living in the Kingdom 
for three c o n se cutiv e years to 
become eligible for a unit. 


Queen Noor 
returns from 
promotional 
trip to 
Italy 

AMMAN (J.T.)— Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor returned home 
Sunday following a two-day 
working visit to Italy daring 
which she inaugurated a cam- 
paign organised by die Minis- 
try of Tourism and Antiquities 
to promote Italian tourism to 
Jordan. 

Dnring Queen Noor’s visit, 
Italian television aired a one- 
hour prime time special prog- 
ramme on tourism in Jordan, 

in chiding an interview with 
Queen Noor. 

In the interview, the Queen 
highlighte d Jordan’s touristic, 
ami archeological attractions 
and promoted Jordan as a 
peaceful and stable country. 
Queen Noor also paid tribute 
to the longstanding relations 
between Jordan and Italy and 
expressed hope for continued 
cooperation in die fields of 
tourism. 

.The Tourism Mimstiy’s cur- 
rent campaign to attract tour- 
ists to Jordan comes as a result 
of the sharp jledme in tourism 
following the Gdf crisis. In Italy, 
die Minis try of Tourism is 
ho lding three workshops for 
Italian tour operators and a 
number of Jordanian hand- 
icraft and mosaic exhibits. 

In April 1991, Queen Noor 
opened the Madaba Mosaic 
Exhibition at Bergamo, Italy. 

Ministry of Tourism reports 
indicate that 3,000 to 4,000 
Italian tourists are expected to 
visit Jordan In October and 
November 1991. 

Queen Noor was accompa- 
nied on her visit by Tourism 
and Antiquities Minister 
Abdul Karim A1 Kabariti and 
Liela Sharaf, a Parliament 
member. 
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Jordanian-Palestinian community in 
-Chile backs King’s stance on peace 


Professor traces evolution 
of architecture in Jordan 


jj . 


rv 


. g‘- 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
man-Paiestinian co mmun ity liv- 
ing in Chile has voiced its abso- 
lute support to His Majesty King 
Hussein's policies and his ' en- 
deavour to arrive at a Middle 
East peace based on justice and 
the restoration of the Palestinian 
people's rights, according to Par- 
liament member Mohammad 
Addoub AI Zaben. 

Dr. Zaben, who led Jordan's 
parliamentary delegation to the 
86th Inter-Parliamentary Union 
(IPU) c onfe rence held in CUfe, 
sa id that the 350,000-atrong . 
community there hoped flat the 
peace process would put ah end 
to IsraeTs 'expansionist policies 


and end-its occupation of Palesti- 
nian tend. 

Dr. Zaben, who has returned 
to Amman after the 

IPU meeting, saW he held exten- 
sive meetings with community 
members in Santiago, Chile, an 
the skfetines of the IPU meetings, 
winch discussed the Middle 
along with a host of other worid 


The Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation to the meetings distri- 
buted copies of. the Jordanian 
White Paper to (he co mmunit y 
members who voiced their appre- 
dation of the King’s endeavours 
at the domestic and attww l 
fronts, saW Dr. Zaben. 


During meetings with other de- 
legations to tiie conference, the 
Jordanian team of parliamenta- 
rians spoke in detail about die 
problems plaguing the Middle 
East and the consequences of the 
Gulf crisis on Jordan. 

Dr. Zaben said tie Jordanian 
delegation urged world parfia- 
ments to help Jordan deal with 
the economic crisis that ensued in 

the wa ke of the Gulf war and the 
return of hundreds of expatriate? 
to tiie co u nt ry . He sahl the- de- 
legation also dxphmied Jordan’s 
endeavours to reach peace based 
on U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. 


UNFPA team continuing study of 
Jordan’s population programmes 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — A team from 
the Umted Nations Fund for 
Population Activities (UNFPA) 
is currently in Amman to conduct 
assessment of population pro- 
being implemented in the 
country arid to help prepare and 
implementa national strategy m 
the field of population activities 
in Jordan. — - 
The team met members of the 
National Po pulation Commission 
(NPQ.in the presence of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
chairperson of the Board of Trus- 
tees of the Queen Aha Social 
Welfare Fund (QAF)» and . 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim A! 
Dughmi to discos? there mattera,.' 

The U.N. team was briefed on 
die recommendations' and the re- 
solutions reached by the NFC at. 
its conference here last , month. 
For its. put, the U.N. team re- 
viewed with the commission their 
assessment . of Jordan's popula- 
tion programmes. 

The U.N. team voiced satisfac- 


tion with Jordan’s p erform ance in . 
reducing the mortality and fertil- 
ity rates and its drive to expand 
population programmes. • . - ' ■ 

The U.N. team bad made re- 
commendations which were con- 
veyed to the NPC These, the. 
U.N. team said, concern matters 
rcUted to mother and.cfafld health, 
family planning in Jordan and 
progranmes involving Jordanian 
women in economic development 
fields among others. • 

The recommendations, which 
were ind u cted in file U.N. team's 
report, voiced appreciation erf die 
NPCs efforts to link its activities 
with development schemes in Jor- 
dan. The UNFPA plans to pro- 
vide support for the . NPC to go 
ahead- with plans, U.N. team 
sources said. 

The NPC plans to conduct a 
population census and intends to 
carry out women- related prog- 
rammes in cooperation with the 
UNFPA, The conference last 


. month was told that the popula- 
tion in Jordan now stands at 

3.571.000 and is expected to 
reach 5.670,000 by the year 2005. 

Deleaates to the conference 
referred to the influx of some 

1300.000 e xpatriates and refugees 
from the Gulf countries. Princess 
Basina told the conference that 
the increase has caused severe 
pressure on Jordan's various ser- 
vices, creating new socio- 
economic difficulties like unem- 
ployment and sharply raising the 
cost of living in the Kingdom. 

The NPC which -is chaired by 
die labour minister, groups die 
secretaries general of tbe nmris- 
nies of plannin g, awgaf and Isla- 
mic affairs, education, higher 
education and health in addition 
to the directors general of the 
Passp or ts Department, the CSvQ 
States . Department, die Depart- 
ment of Statistics, -representatives 
of QAF, the Armed Forces and 
Jordanian universities. 


By Malta Addas! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Dr. Taleb Rifai, 
director of the Centre. for. Coo- 
sultations and Studies and profes- 
sor of ardritectme at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, said that 
mfhiteeluie and h niTriing styles in 
Jordan can be used to document 
historic events. 

In a presentation at die Centre 
for Stupes and Research on Cop- 
temporary Middle East (CER- 
MOC) Thursday. Dr. Rifai 
showed a frill-house of SO people 
slides of Jordan in 1875 “before 
there was a single house built in 
Amman,” and covering a period 
st r etc hi ng to the present. 

One example cited was the 
facade of the Hussemi Mosque in 
downtown Amman which shows 
how people of diff er ent eras buflt 
and altered the ar c hitectur e that 
was already there. “The facade 
was once part of a Roman tem- 
ple, then part (rf a Byzantine 
barilica. After that it became part 
of an Ummayad mosque. Today, 
it is die facade of the Hussemi 
Mosque,” Dr. Rifai said. 

The presentation, winch lasted 
for one boor, included slides 
showing die influence of the clas- 
sical Ottoman era with their pro-’ 
die use of stone in bnfldmg and 
decorating. It also intficatod the 
braiding techniques that led to 
the expansion of Jordan west- 
wards. 

“By making use of stairways, 
houses were able to poor over the 
entire terrain of Jordan. There 
are stairs that can take one from 
Jabal AJ Ashrafiefa to (town t ow n 
Amman m five rmniitey - Stairs 
also meant that buktings could 
follow curved and awkward pat- 
terns,” Dr. Rifai said, emphasis- 
ing Ids views that a city cah be 
dealt with as a living organism 
that has “life, energy and move- 
ment. It reacts to events and. 


changes accordingly,” he said. 

“Eventually,” Dr. Rifai said, 
“bufldmgs to reflect the 

prestige of their occupants so that 
tbmkfmgs with cormsbes and re- 
fined corners were owned by the 
elite.” - 

According to Dr. Rifai, there 
came a’ time in architecture in 
Jordan when the “villa of Am- 
man” was introduced. “Between 
1925 and 1945, the prevalent type 
of buildings owned by the 
affluent were the symmetrical, 
classical types with the three he 
bay structure and the ornamented 
designs on these bays,” he said. 

Dr. Rifai added that in 1948 
there was a tremendous and 
shocking growth and modernisa- 
tion with the influx of ref ugees 
from the West Bank. 

Bnfldmg structures kept de- 
veloping there after, but it was in 
the 1950’s that there was a com- 
1 etc change fa the architectural 


“There was a complete aban- 
donment of old architectural 
techniques fa the 1950’s. Wester- 
nisation and modernity in build- 
ing became popular. Foer exam- 
ple, high storey buildings featur- 
ing blue and other colour shut- 
ters. Even places of worship 
usually resistant to change wer 
slightly influenced with foe pat- 
terns and ornamentations,” be 
raid. 

■ The most recent change in 
architecture, iaid Dr. Rifai, 
started fa the 1970*s when there 
was an unprecedented economic 
boom in Jordan. 

‘Tndfoidaalism fa* a rc hi te ctur e 
was starting. What was different 
sold better,” Dr. Rifai said. 

“Different colour, form and 
even shape were more in de- 
mand. It was a complete change 
where even arches were built 
upside down and defying then- 
own purpose altogether,” be 
said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

if Art eriribitioa by Abdul Rauf Staanom 
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Officials conclude agreement 
with Libya to employ 
2,000 Jordanian workers 


ZARQA (J.T.) — Jordan has 
concluded an agreement with 
Libya under which the latter 
worid employ 2,000 Jordanians, 
1300 of whom are engineers ynd 
the rest are teachers and voca- 
tional training instructors, 
according to an announcement 
Labour Minister Abdul Karim AI 
Dnghmi. 

_ Mr- Dnghmi, who recently vi- 
sited Libya for talks on the em- 
ployment of Jordanian doctors 
and engineers a m o n g other skil- 
led workers, said that he was 
plan ning to visit Yemen for a 
similar purpose and help find 
work for unemployed Jordanians. 

The minister made the state- 
ment at a ceremony held to 
graduate a new batch of trainees 
from a Vo cational Training Cen- 
tre (VTQ unit in Zarqa. 

The minister had earlier re- 
ceived a five-member Libyan de- 
legation which arrived in Amman 
Saturday to conclude agreements 
for the employment of Jorda- 
nians. During the five-day visit, 
the Libyan team members will 
tour a number of VTC centres 
and discuss with government offi- 
cials matters related to workers, 
training and employment. 

Libya, which already employs 
Jordanian doctors and other skil- 
led workers, will allow the Jorda- 
nians to transfer 50 per cent of 



Abdul Karim AI D nghmi 

their salaries to their families fa 
the Kingdom, according to a gov- 
ernment official quoted by AI 
Ra’i Arabic daily Sunday. He 
said that the team will recruit a 
number of instructors to train 
Libyans at vocational centres fa 
Libya. 

The Jordanian labour market 
has recently witnessed an upsurge 
fa unenmloyment among young 
men and women with university 
degrees fa addition to tens of 
thousands of workers returning 
from the Gulf states, said the 
minister. 


Referring to government mea- 
sures to help solve the unemploy- 
ment problem, the minister said 
that his ministry was trying to find 
work for the skilled workers 
abroad and has established the 
Development and Employment 
Fund to finance smail-sazed pro- 
jects for beads of families. The' 
ministry is also offering training 
fa various trades to Jordanian 
graduates of schools and universi- 
ties, offering them the chance to 
obtain work and earn a living. 

The graduation ceremony was 
held under the patronage of Her 
Royal Highness Princess Basina, 
who later distributed the diplo-. 
mas to tiie 230 graduates. The 
trainees had undertaken courses 
in industrial tailoring, dress mak- 
ing, auto mechanics repair, car- 
pet weaving, tricot and hair dres- 
sing and flower arrangement 
skills. 

The Princess distributed 
awards to those excelling fa their- 
studies. 

Princess Basina received a gift 
from the graduates and a shield 
from Zarqa Chamber of Com- 
merce President Ibrahim 
Takieddfa. 

Among those attending the 
ceremony was the governor of 
Zarqa and several Parliament 
members. 


Arab Potash Company 
begins search for contractor 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Arab Potash 
Company (APQ, moving a 
step closer to expanding pro- 
duction, has begun the search 
for a qualified contractor to 
build a new plant. 

The APC is implementing an 
ambitious expansion project 
which calk for the construction 
of a new Potash processing 
facility on a site adjoining the 
existing refinery near. Safi, ab- 
out 200 kilometres north of the 
port of Aqaba. 

- Construction of the new 
plant is . expected to begin by 
AUgnst 1992 and should be 
completed by January 1994, 
offidak said. 

This past week, the company 
bought advertisements in local 
papers inviting inter ested com- 
panies to apply for a pre- 
qualification booklet that de- 
‘ scribes the requirements ex- 
pected of a contractor. 

The APC expects to receive 
about 50 to 60 applications 
from interested contractors, 
said Tuna Gammoh, the APCs 
project manager. By the time 
tend e r requirements are sent 
out fa Maxdi, the APC expects 
to have narrowed the field to 
about 10 qualified contractors, 
Mr. Gammoh said. 

The process is designed to 
guarantee that the company 
awards the project to a con- 
tractor that has the experience, 
financing and other necessary 
qualifications to cany out the 
project. He said. 

In addition to the search for 
a qualified contractor, the 
company is also procuring long 
lead items needed for the pro- 


ject. These are materials which 
have a longer than normal de- 
livery time. 

The long lead items are 
already being bought “so when 
we have tiie mam contractor, it 
wifl be easy for him to erect 
(the plant),” Mr. Gammoh 
said. 

Currently, the APC has a 
production capacity of 1.4 mil-' 
bon tonnes of potash per yer. 
The new plant, when com- 
pleted, will raise that total to 
1.8 milli on tonnes per year, he 
said. 

.“The market is good now 
and the Arab Potash Company 
is fa good shape,” Mr. Gam- 
moh said. “We have reached a 
steady stage so it is time to 
expand.” 

In addition to the current 
project, which is expected to 
be completed by the end of 
1993, the APC is also planning 
an additional plant that would 
farther raise production capac- 
ity to 23. million tonnes per 
year, he said. 

. The expansion project is 
bang undertaken at a time 
when sales are good and de- 
mand for potash is increasing, 
Mr. Gammoh said. 

In 1990, the APC reported 
net profits totalling JD 39-5 ' 
million. “There k a market for 
our product and the prices are 
good,” be said. 

Mot of tiie APCs sales last 
year were to Asian countries, 
with India bang the biggest 
customer at about 500,000 ton- 
nes annually followed by Qm» 
with 400,000 tames annually. 

Other countries which im- 
port potash are Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Korea, Japan, and 
Taiwan. 


Minister 

reviews 

educational plan 
with UNESCO 
representative 

PARIS (Petra) — Education 
Minister Eid Dahfyat Sunday 
discussed with Federico 
-Mayor, director of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO), Jordan’s educa- 
tional development plan and 
the programme currently bring 
carried out in implementation 
of the National Education De- 
velopment Conference resolu- 
tions. 

The co nfe rence was held in 
September 1987 to look into 
the best ways and means to 
develop the educational pro- 



Dr. Dahiyat and Mr. Mayor 
also discussed tiie states of 
UNESCO's Regional Office 
for Educ ation in the Arab 
States (UNEDBAS). 

Mr. Mayor said the office 
will continue to function in 
Amman and will cover Such 
areas as culture, communica- 
tion .and regional educational 
programmes. 


Eid Dahiyat 

' He voiced his organisation's 
readiness to implement pro- 
jects cm the restoration of Pet- 
ra antiquities and will develop 
'the national museum in Jor- 
dan. 

Dr. Dahiyat is now in Paris 
to head UNESCO's 26tfa con- 
ference being held there. 

Upon its opening, tiie con- 
ference elected Dr. Dahiyat as 
vice-chairman of the 26th ses- 
sion, tints giving Jordan the 
opportunity to participate 
actively in formulating the 
policy of tiie national confer- 
ence and UNESCO policy for 
tiie next biennium. 


About 20 per cent erf the 
A PC’s production goes to 
countries west of Suez. France, 
Italy and Brazil are among the 
biggest importers of Jor danian 
potash in tiie West. 

The expansion project is ex- 
pected to cost about $80 mil- 
lion. However, the construc- 
tion of the first plant is only 
expected to cost about $30 
million, Mr. Gammoh said. 

The project is being financed 
through a S15 million loan 
from the World Bank and a 
$16 million loan from the Isla- 
mic Bank, be said. Both loans, 
be added, were obtained with 
help from the Ministry of Plan- 
ning and are .government 
guaranteed. 

The APC, which was estab- 
lished in 1956, has its plants at 
a site near tiie southern tip of 
the Dead Sea which provides 
tiie raw materials for its pro- 
ducts. The company is owned 
by Jordan — which owns 54 
per cent of its capital — along 
with Kuwait, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia and tiie Tdamin Bank. 


Detainees 
to be freed 

(Continued from page 1) 

prison within the next two days. 
But they ruled out the possibility 
of any release Sunday. 

An estimated 300 prisoners are 
held at the Khiam detention 
camp inside the zone Israel con- 
trols in South Lebanon. 

Leading Shiite Muslim clergy- 
man have said repeatedly that the 
hostage problem is totally sepa- 
rate from the Middle East peace 
process. That gained momentum 
this week with the announcement 
of an Oct 30 conference in Mad- 
rid, Spain. 

The U.N. statement (fid not say 
winch of the five American cap- 
tives in Lebanon would be freed 
or where. He would be the fourth 
Western captive to be released 
since August this year, fruits of 
an intensive U.N. effort to end 
the problem. 

The others were Britons John 
McCarthy, a journalist, and Jack 
Mann, a former World War n 
pilot as well as American writer 
Edward Austin Tracy. 

Lebanese state television, 
notoriously inaccurate as most of 
the local media oh hostage stories, 
quoted unidentified sources as 
saying h would by either Joseph 
CSdppio or Jesse Turner. 

The group bolding him and 
fellow journalism professor Alan 
Steen invited Mr. Turner’s 
Lebanese wife to come to Beirut 
with her daughter Joanne, to visit 
him for an hour under U.N. 


auspices. 

That fuelled speculation he 
would he released. 

Israel has said it will free Arab 
prisoners and make other conces- 
sions in return for definitive evi- 
dence of the whereabouts and 
welfare of its missing solders. 
Three Israeli servicemen are still 
missing in Lebanon, with a 
fourth, airman Ron Arad, listed 
as a prisoner of war. 
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Israel can’t have it all 

U.S. SECRETARY of State James Baker went into great 
pain s last Friday to assure Israel and the Jewish coomnnity 
in the U.S. of America's unyielding commitment to Israel's 
abso l u te security and edge over Arabs. 

Mr. Baker has had to go out of his way to rei te r a te 
Washington's commitments to dm safety and security of 
Israel following accusations both Inside the Jewish state mid 
the U.S. that the American administration was int en t in 
making Israel withdraw from the Arab territories it 
occupied in 1967. On the same day Mr. Baker spoke in 
Israel, Israeli Housing Minister Ariel Sharon charged that 
dm UJS. and the West were trying to feree brad back into 
its 1967 borders. He said: “It is difficult to escape dm 
conclusion that the intention of the present American 
government is to shoehorn Israel back into the itqnssBrte 
1967 borders. Forcing Israel into these borders wffl lead to 
its destruction." 

A day earlier the Jerusalem Post had reported that 
‘“Shamir aides, such as Deputy Foreign Minister Binyamin 
.Natanyahu, have began hinting that the UA intentions 
extend beyond a peace conference. He (Natanyahu) and 
others have suggested that the Bush administration wants 
brad to be poshed back to the 1967 borders, indndfaig 
yielding East Jerusalem." 

These charges by senior brad offidata dearly print to an 
bradi insistence not to give up an inch of Arab territory and 
especially not Jerusalem. Countering that the Arab and 
Palestinian first and foremost demand to establish peace 
with the Israelis is Israeli evacuation of “all" occnpied Arab 
terri to ries — tochwHng Eat Jerusalem — it is dear that 
some in the bradi cabinet have been mobilising to sabotage 
the American effort at bohfing the peace conference. 

The American administration, however, seems to be 
intent on not merely convening the peace con fe rence, as 
some suggest, but is also determined to settle the conflict 
once and for aiL It is also dear that fee DA, wide fuHy 
committed to the safety and security of brad, realises that 

real peace in the rgginw-om «nfy hfrattafaud and m aiirtabi id 

by the return of the occnpied Arab territories and the 
attainment of l egi t imate Palestinian rights. Despite all the 
voices of rejection, Israel, like everybody else, is cornered 
this time. It has so far gotten away with most of the 
conditions that it has set for entering the peace confere n c e, 
but it certainly cannot determine the conference's outcome 
hi advance. Israel has always claimed it wanted to negotiate 
directly with its enemy. And if that is truly the case, the 
opportunity is here. This could be fee last chance in a long 
time to come to rid the region of the possiliflity of a real and 
inevitable catastrophe. The moment of tenth has finally 
arrived. Israel cannot manoeuvre with imp u ni ty anymore. 
It either wants peace or it does not. The coming few weeks 
will tdL 



AL RAT Arabic daily Sunday focused attention on the peace 
process noting that it would be Icnghty and faced with various 
obstacles. The long process of negotiations in Madrid i s’ most 
likely to be encountering some sort of psychological warfare 
directed against the Arabs by the Israeli propaganda machine 
providing commentary and analysis designed at poisoning the 
atmosphere of the negotiations, warned the paper. It said that the 
Jordanian society should remain united behind the negotiators, 
giving them support and backing in all steps aimed at regaining 
Arab rights. The paper said that the official information service 
and the media in general can also offer meaningful backing for the 
process of making peace by providing information that would 
counter the Zionist campaigns and enemy designs. The paper 
cautioned members of the public against falling victim to enemy 
rumours designed to harm internal unity or weaken the position 
of the negotiators. It also cautioned against talking anti-govern- 
ment stands that ran be most harmful to the national interest. 
Opposing the government’s policies is something, but undermin- 
ing the position of Jordanian negotiators at the peace co nfe re n ce 
is something else that can by no means be condoned, warned the 
paper. It said negotiations require per se v er nce and wisdom, 
backed by a. uni ted internal front which the Jordanian people can 
and should afford under the present crucial circumstances. 

A columnist in Al Hal daily criticised tire way tire official 
information services in Jordan have been handling matters related 
to public reactions to King Hussein's nationwide add r ess in which 
he declared Jordan's acceptance to par tic ip ate in tire peace 
process. Fabd Al Fanek said that tire Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
has been enlisting the views of tire wrong people, who can by no 
means express meaningful views with regard to the peace process 
nor can reflect the Opinions of the various political factions in the 
country. The way Petra was going. about this matter, the writer 
said, indicates that tire whole campaign was some sort of a tool to 
win support for an unacceptable policy or to stifle opposition to 
the government’s policies. Fanek said one has to admit that there 
are people who support and others who oppose tire peace process 
and reflecting the views of the opponents — especially pofitirians 
— is hs important and necessary as presenting the views of the 
supporters of the peace process. The writer demanded that beads 
of parties with diverging views be consulted because they could be 
offering ideas about such important questions to be rased at the 
negotiations like the continued Jewish immigration and the 
NUkms of dollars in aid from America to settle them or the future 
of the Arab lands now under occupation. The writer said that the 
official information sendees should not overreact or go beyond 
the limits of what is reasonable and what could be expected so 
that the public would not be shocked should the negotiations foil 
to achieve fruitful results. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waked SM 


Coordination is a prerequisite to success 


AS the pace for holding the peace conference on tire Middle East 
accelerates, the parties can be expected to be feverishly preparing 
themselves for negotiations. Jordan, which should concern us here 
most, could very well be in the midst of a concerted campaign to 
articulate its position, and outline its objectives on tire basis of a 
well defined issue that would be the backbone of die prospective 
negotiations with Tel Aviv. I presume that Amman’s delegation 
or delegations hare already been formed and their respec- 
tive duties dearly spelled out. As tire nature of any peace talks 
would be rather complex and intricate, the Jordanian side must 
have developed a dearer vision of what may fie ahead is ant i ci p at io n 
of the first and subsequent rounds of give and take negotiations 
on the basis of international law, U.N. resolutions and pragmat- 
ism. Yet, it is only natural that the negotiations between tire two 
sides would get bogged somewhere, somehow down the line only 
to be kicked forward at the appropriate time. 

At the outset, the leaders of the two respective delegations 
from Jordan and Israel would probably indulge themselves in long 
discourses on their visions for the future, with each side 
purporting to strive to make this region of the world the region of 
milk and honey. They are expected to articulate their own set of 
issues and disputes postulated on the basis of their own respective 


priorities. One would assume that the broader terms of peace 
between the two countries would be first addressed in order to 
provide the overall umbrella for the subsequent detailed parts of 
the comprehensive peace formula that may bind the two sides for 
generations to come. 

On the military level, Jordan is not in short supply of able 
military ta ctirians and strategists who can be expected to excel in 
safeguarding the military and security implications of any peace 
treaty that may come to fruition at tire end of the line. Our 
economists and financial experts can also be expected to do well 
having done their home work modi in advance. The hardest nut 
to crack would be the political .dimensions of any futuristic peace 
accord between tire two parties especially if, as anticipated, the 
Palestinian dimension would have to be addressed even in the 
context of tiie existing limited Jordan] an-Israeli relations. This is 
obviously so because both Israel and Jordan know only too well 
that the resolution of the Palestinian conflict has got to be pursued 
in the context of the overall LsraeH-Jordanian relations in the 
f utu re. This is where complete coordination and synchronisation 
must be attained between Amman and the Palestine Liberation - 
Organisation (PLO) as a matter of highest priority. One cannot 
see how peace between Tel Aviv and Amman can ever be 


achieved in feeabsareofasoccessfalaixleqiwiabtesetdejiteritof 
the main thorny issue in the entire Arab-lsraeK conflict What 
could make or break, the prospects of peace between Israd and 
Jordan Is die -Palestinian case. Accordingly everything that the 
Tf u Aima n- krarir nf g it t a ring Mams codd attain wffl fUDJUB tn’a State 

of limbo pending the resolution of tire Palestinian question In a& 
its dimensions and ramifications. No wonder tire eyes are focused 
more than ever on the successful formation of the joint 
Joi danian -Paiestinian delegations where optimum cooperation 
and harmonisation would be required. 

The two Arab sides share a common destiny and converging 
interests m view of the geopolitical considerations that bind them 
together and the dccades-long relations both prior to the unity' 
that was forged between them in 1950 and after tire 1967 
Arab-Israeli war. The level of coordination achieved by the two 
Arab parties already suggested that both _ Palestinians and 
Jordanians are shouldering their responsibilities towards raw 
another with sufficient degree of seriousness and far-sightedness. 
If such harmonisation of position could continue beyond the 
opening of the negotiating sessions with Israel, then tire sky is tire 
limit on what the two Arab peoples can do together to forge peace 
and a new foundation for permanent relations between. them. 


A promised land , unredeemed 


By Michael Sheridan 

A middle-aged Israeli soldier was 
guarding the entrance to the 
Gaza Strip. He bent warily to 
scan the occupants of each Arab 
vehicle as an evening convoy of 
cars brought bade fee itinerant 
workers who labour in Israel by 
day and sleep in the ten e me n ts of 
Gaza at nigh t. 

IBs bow furrowed. The barrel 
of his GaHl assault rifle came up 
just a fraction and he waved one 
battered old station wagon to a 
baft. Seven pairs of eyes peered 
out in anxious expectation. A 
look, a shrug, another wave of 
the Galil. “Yallab,” tire soldier 
said. They went. 

Journalists, however, have to 
wait for clearance to cross Into 
Gaza. So we made desultory con- 
venation, {he soldier was a family 
man doing his «« n nai reserve 
duty and he was weary of its 
useless drudgery. “Just after the 
war in 1967,” he recalled, “one of 
our brightest Israeli philosophers 
told people ‘now yon think that 
the conquered are su f ferin g, bat 
it is we tire conquerors who wil 
suffer/ Nobody knew what he 
was talking about, of course.” He 
laughed. “Now we know, don’t 
wer 

Only a few months ago, the 
men who run tire Israeli govern- 
ment would have dmriaaed his 
rueful irony.-Their ideal of Zion- 
ism appeared finally in the ascent 
danL It was the ruthless version' 
of that creed elaborated by Vladi- 
mir Jabotmsky and embodied by 
Yitzhak Shamir, a politician who 
transformed himself from gun- 
man to statesman over four de- 
cades. 

Their right-wing bloc remains 
entrenched in office behind a 
fortress of religions votes in tire 
Knesset, while a lacklustnre left- 
wing opposition Tenders every 
impression of the British Labour 
Party’s plight at the zenith of 
Thatcherism. 

“The Labour Party has not 
vanished,” wrote a left-wing col- 


umnist recently. “It is just that 
tire Israeli oppos i tion is being run 
from the office of James Baker.” 
Thus, the theory goes, the left 
shirks its role as domestic critic in 
the hopeful expectation that the 
American president and his 
secretary of state will defeat Mr. 
Shamir. 

“Not only is tins a forlorn 
hope. It denies Israelis the means 
of a debate we should be having.” 
said one disgruntled Labour 
activist For indeed, one reason 
Mr. Shamir and tire radical right 
enjoy such a monopoly of public 
discourse is that leftists have all 
but ceased to challenge their atti- 
tudes. 

But the malaise runs deeper 
than that Opinion perils char t an 
inexorable decline in the Labour 
vote after three decades of hege- 
mony. Some voters are drifting to 
smaller left-wing parties, and 
many more to the right The 
influx of Soviet Jews is already 
revealing itself as an electoral 
bonus for the Likud and its 
nationalist allies. And Mr. Sha- 
mir, a man of 75 whose re- 
creational reading consists of in- 
telligence reports, is perhaps the 
most powerful Israeli- prime 
mini st er since David Bcn-Gu- 
rion. 

He sits at the centre of an 
alliance that knits together mod- 
erate conservatives, extreme 
right-winger? and the ultra-ortho- 
dox religious. Carefully avoiding 
provocative statements, be leaves 
the ideological imperative of 
budding of Jewish settlements to 
Ariel Sharon and the recent fer- * 
vent anti-American rhetoric to 
the excitable fringe of his govern- 
ment. 

But Mr. Shamir's co mmand of 
domestic politics coincides with a 
shift in the relationship between 
Israel and Its benefactor, Amer- 
ica. Only now is it dawning on his 
entourage that tire end of the 
Cold War signtfied a decline In 
Israel's importance as a strategic 
asset Indeed, it stood revealed 
by the Gulf war as a liability to 
American interests in tire Middle 



East. He wrote: “Israel’s domestic ptrii- 

From this development all else deal procedures explain its mad- 
flows; diplomatic coercion, tire dening negotiating method, 
choking off of excess aid for winch is to haggle over even the 
Soviet Jews, unprecedented cri- slightest concession, never to 
tidsrn in Washington of Israel’s make an unexpected compromise 
economy. This week a State De- and to settle only when everyone 
paitment consultant, Herbert has reached a state of exhaustion ' 
Stem, told American Jewish fun- that deprives the conclusion of 
dralseis to accept flat U.S. aid to exaltation or even goodwilL** 
Israel would one day come to an Mr. Baker, now. on his eighth 
cod. pilgrimage between the antago- 

Mr. Shamir has had no choice rustic capitals of the Levant, has 
but to accede to tire wishes, of , experienced tirte-^stem to tire foil 
President George Bush and Mr' . — and ftis conference has not yet 
James Baker. Israel will attend even assembl&l for ah opening 
the peace c o nfe r ence: But hehaS session. ^ (> .. . . 

managed with dogged effort to ' The internal balance of power 
rob It of authority. It will have no is firmly set against “pragmatic” 
power, be says, and Israel will members of the cabinet — the 
prevent it holding more than rare foreign minister, David Levy, the 
ceremonial meeting. Everybody justice mini s te r, Dan Meridor, 
else thinks that it is to be based and the health minister, Ehud 
on U.N. resolutions 242 and 338, Ofcnert. 

which call for Israel to withdraw These younger Likud minis ters 

from the Arab land it occnpied in might prove more flexible. Butin 
1967 in exchange for peace. Mr. any test of cabinet tire two pivotal 
Shamir and his government amp- figures in the regime, Mr. Shamir 
ly reject tire concept. himself and the defence minis ter 

The last U.S. secretary of state Moshe Arens, will incline to the 
to draw Brad into negotiations traditional Likud hard position, 
with more than one Arab power So, although tire radical right 
was Henry Kissinger, who left an of tire cabinet complains at length 
add portrait of Israeli diplomacy. — not enough money for settle- 


meats, too few Palestinians being «x*p^ tire existence of a Jewish 
shot for stone-throwing (an on- state in their midst. The remit is 
tire-record pronoun ce m e nt by that winks many Israelis do not 
one # ifeter)| jmminwit rawitnla- exactly warm to Mr.Shamir,they 
tion to the “anti-Semitic’' George feel secure with him. 

Bush — both they and Mr. Sha- The critical issue faring Israel 
mire know that this is a mutually — its continued occupation of an 
advantageous game. ^ area that contains 1.75 million 

It allows the prime minister to rebellious Palestinians — seldom 
point with dismay to his truculent raises more than a tired recital of 
extremists whenever tire United spent passions m parliament or 
States presses for concessions. It fee press. Most Israelis prefer to 
permits him simultaneously to worry about e ver y d ay problems 
manipulate the most defecated of mortgages and schools than to 
drive to keep centred of the occn- contempl ate the every (fay reality 
pied territories since the 1967 of life there; shootings, beatings, 
Arab-Israeli war. dete n tion s , stabbing*, lyndangs, 

Ariel Sharon is the key figure theft, intimidation, bullying, cor- 
in this effort. The former con- ruption and frand, all committed 
queror of Lebanon is now the by Jew upon Arab, Arab upon 
m in ister of housing, m which Jew and, incr easing ly, by Arab 
capacity he has displayed an ener- upon Arab. It is as if indifference 
gy quite out of character with itself has grown ~ indifferent. 
Israeli government bureaucracy. Such is Mir. Shamir’s bleak 
Rapid bmkfing in the West Bank, vision of tire Land of Israel. The 
entire new roads slicing across gunmen were warned of this fete 
Palestinian land to fink settle- by their great opponent, Chaim 
meats, tire covert purchase of Weaanan, whose speech at the 
Arab homes in fed Jerusalem and Zionist Congress in Basel in 1946 
the provocative occupation 'of stifl resounds wfth a passion that 
houses in the neighbouring tire Labour Party has long aban- 
Palestinian village of Silwan — all doned in emb a rrasanent. “If you 
bear his imprimatur. . “Do you think of bringing .the redemption 
think that I do anything without nearer fay un-Jewish methods, if 
the prime minister’s approval?” you lose faith in ban! work and 
Mr. Sharon told an Israeli inter- better days, then you commit 
viewer recently. “Of course I do idolatry and endanger what we 
not.” ■ have buflt,” tire old man stormed. 

The rightist policy on tire eye of “Jffipukl tint I had a tongue of 
bfz. Baker’s “peace conference” ■ flame, the.-strcngfeofproptets,: 
seem confident and, ap pare n t ly , tq,$arn you against the paths of 
imi^rvfous tb - domestic cbal- Babylon and Egypt. '‘Zion shall 
tenge. Israel will keep all tfie be redeemed in judgment” ■— 
occupied lands. The Palestinians and not by any other means.” 
wfll be offered “autonomy” in This week Binyamin Begin, 48, 
rumring local affairs while Jewish son of the farmer Prime Minister 
settlement goes on and military Menachem Begin, announced he 
occupation stays in place. If a will stand for the premiers hip 
limited peace with Syria comes when Mr. Shamir steps down, 
about, perhaps wife tiny territo- The torch win thus be passed on. 
rial adjustments on die Golan To the radical Israeli right, Mr. 
Heights, well and good. If not, Shamir’s rule, and Mr. Begjn’s 
then the most p o werfu l army and ca ndi d a cy, are a vindication of 
air force in tire Levant stand tire violent brand of Zionism 
ready. espoused in the Forties by the 

Of course, noting said or writ- Iignn and tire Stem gang. It is 
ten in die Arab World is shaking hardly an auspicious opening for 
tire conviction in Israel that the a peace conference. — The Inde- 
majority of Arabs have not pendent. 
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Algerians grab chance 
to air problems 


By John Baggafcy 

Reuter 

ALGIERS — From the scattered 
communities of its southern' 
Saharan sands to the crowded 
Mediterranean coastal cities, 
Algeria's citizens are speaking 
out. 

They suffered three decades of 
secretive central rate. Now they 
are grabbing tire chance to openly 
air their grievances in a country 
beading into a new democratic 
era. 

For years the only voice was 
that of the National Liberation 
Front (FIN) wind) spoke rarely 
and was seldom self-critical. 

The change m this nation of 25 
million people is dramatic. 

Today, from Prune Minister 
Sid Ahmed Ghozafi, in charge of 
a delicate experiment to intro- 
duce democracy, down to ordin- 
ary citizens writing letters of pro- 
test, Algeria's sores are being 
exposed to tire light. 

“Each day, I learn more of 
people’s difficulties.... hundreds 
of concrete cases are put to me/* 
Mr. Ghozali said recently. 

Apart from giving figures for 
an economy which he terms 
catastrophe, he is specific on 
problems blighting the life of the 
man and woman in the street. 

“Homeless families occupying 
schools which can no longer take 
in pupils. 

“Increasingly dilapidated hos- 
pitals where the sick lack every- 
thing and whose relatives not 
only have to provide their food 
but also their medicines and 
sometimes their bedding. 

“Schools deteriorating in quali- 
ty and quantity where classes 


.exceed 50 children and which 
cannot halt growing illiteracy. ” 

More the staff of opposition 
politicians than a prime minister. 
But he is reflecting what is 
apjrearing in an increasingly 
aggressive press — a deluge of 
political communiques and un- 
precedented open debate. 

Complaints proliferate about 
recent bread shortages, lack of 
water, inflation — expected to hit 
30 per cent this year — a de- 
valued dinar,, inadequate trans- 
port, dirty streets, disease, mis- 
management. 

The malaise, but not the outlet, 
long preceded Mr. Ghozali. Sop- 
pressed discontent over poverty 
and a sense of hopelessness 
brought riots to tire streets of the 
capital in October 1988. 

The bloodhsed, 159 dead 
according to official figures, 
marked the start of the end of a 
monopoly on power by the FIX 
which ran a one-party state from 
1962 when Algeria became inde- 
pendent from France. 

President Chadli Benjedid 
opened the way for other parties 
to be formed. Tire flood that 
followed — 53 registered parties, 
if not a record at least a plethora 
— apparently reflected the desire 
for change. 

The panaceas they propose 
range from a Muslim fun- 
damentalist state under Sharia 
law, brainchild of the biggest 
opposition party, the Islamic 
Salvation Front, the rampant free 
enterprise. 

The ideas are widely (focussed 
by a growing media. 

The independent newspaper El 
Watan celebrated its first 


anniversary earlier tins month, as 
yet another newspaper, Le 
Matin, appeared on .tire news 
stands, making up around a 
dozen French and Arabic lan- 
guage dailies in the capital. 

Mr. Ghozali has been in power 
only four months, running a tran- 
sitional government to get gener- 
al elections rescheduled after 
they were derailed by Islamic 
unrest in June, and to try to 
lock-start the debt-burdened eco- 
nomy. 

His accusations inevitably* 
point a finger at the FUN whose 
governments be once served as a 
minister. 

Last weekend schoolchildren 
from the capital’s oldest area, the 
Casbah, held a sit-in to ask when 
they coaid have their school 
back. It was taken over by tire 
homeless from an earthquake 
back in October 1989. How much 
longer, they demanded. 

The official Algerian News 
Agency APS earlier this month 
reported bow foreign doctors had 
packed op and left the eastern 
region of Bor^obr- Arreridj after 
their tour of doty. ended. This left 
one specialist local surgeon to 
cope with 500,000 people in an 
area only some 210 kilometres 
(130 miles) from the capital, it 
said. 

In fee capital, the almost bare 
and dusty windows of some phar- 
macies give scant hope to those 
frying to buy mefednes to take to 
the sick. El Moudjahid, mouth- 
piece of the FLN, in an inquiry in 
August showed that besides shor- 
tages of imports, many medicines 
lay in the docks unclaimed, some 
since July 1987. 


Palestinians fighting for half of 
Jerusalem once had it all 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

RAMALLAH — As Israel 
methodically absents Arab East 
Jerusalem, Hala Sakalrini is a 
living reminder of how much 
Palestinians have lost in their 
decades of struggle wife tire Jew- 
ish state. 

“How do you think I fed?” she 
asked sitting in tire house in tire 
occupied West Bank where she 
has lived most of the years since 
losing tire family home in West 
Jerusalem to Jews in 1948. 

“Is it right that we should not 
be considered Palestinians, not 
be considered Jerusalemites?” 
asked the 67-year-old former 
teacher. “Is ft just?” 

The Sakakims were among 
more than half a million Arab 
who fled or were forced from 
their part of Palestine as tire war 
that followed the creation of 
Israeli in 1948 raged through the 
land. 

When the fighting stopped, the 
“green line” divkfoig Arab and 
Jewish forces ran through the 
heart of Jerusalem, leaving newer 
districts under Israeli control and 
tire old city with Jordanian forces. 

The Sakalrinis found their 
home and belongings were 
stranded inside brad. Hala and 
her aster Drama were the only 
members of the family still alive 
when they next saw the stone 
boose following tire 1967 Arab- 
bradi war. 

Today their former street in the 
Jerusalem neighbourhood of fed 
Katamon. is called Yordd Hasira, 
named after a mission of the 
bradi military o r ga nisat ion feat 
helped turn fee Aid) area into 




Mr. Sakakmfs house, a two- 


floor structure she occupied for 
11 years, is now a kindergarten, 
tire nearby Iraqi consulate an 
apartment Mode. 

Mr. Sakakini can still describe 
the middle class area house by 
house — she has published 
memoirs from the period that 
include a map drawn from mem- 
ory. She has not been back since 
tire trip in 1967. 

• The affluence of old Katamon 
contrasts wife tire decay of Arab 
East Jentsalm, where rubbish 
accumulates and scarce water is 
not lavished on plants. In the 24 
years since Israel added the east 
of tire dty to its rale, little has 
happened to erase the differ- 
ences. 

Only in Jewish areas, such as 
the Jewish Quarter of tire Old 
City and new settlements, has the 
Israeli standard of living 
appeared in East Jerusalem. 

But those Jewish areas are 
steadily expanding, most recently 
wife the take-over thh mouth of 
^houses in tire Arab village of 
■Sflwan adjoining the fed city. It is 
part of a concerted effort to both 
encode the Palestinian heart of 
East Jerusalem and Hum break it 
up with Jewish enclaves. 

Palestinians now are fighting 
an uphill battle to keep a bold in 
East Jerusalem. Israel wfll not 
-allow any of the 140,000 Arabs 
from that haf of the dty to join 
peace talks, presumably in case 
tins throws doubts on Israeli own- 
ership. * 

Although there are deep divi- 
sions in Israd over holding the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, cap- 
feied along wife East Jerusalem, 
there o a broad consensus among 


Israelis that they should per- 
manently hold the entire hfey 
city. 


The United Nations wanted 
Jerusalem to be an international 
dty in keeping with its sacred 
status for Jews, Christians and 
Muslims alike. Nevertheless, it 
was tire scene of some of the most 
savage fighting in 1948. 

“During the war of independ- 
ence, the Katamon neighbour- 
hood posed a serious threat to tire 
Jewish neighbourhoods in the 
centre of Jerusalem,” reads a 
plaque in English and Hebrew 
that now stands on the edge of 
the zone. 


The Sakakinb, after nighl 
huddled away from windows a 
bullets ricocheted through tfa 
hillside neighbourhood, fled t 
Egypt. 

TJat sojoum, expected to b 
onef, lasted five years befor 
Hala ami Omnia Sakakini re 
turned to settle in RamaOah, 
mainly Christian town just norti 
of Jer usale m. But in 19B7 the 
again found themselves in a wai 
wife Israeli troops ove mnwim 
fee West Bank. : 

Now retired and watchin 
another attempt to end fee de 
«»oes of Anib-lsiaeit fighriot 
Ms. Sakak i n i looks back wit 


. — •**»**“«» w an 

™“ Palestinians were not 
Pfoed or despised losers of 
Middle East. 

“Nobody in the world km 

what o«r life was Hke she & 

On a nearby bookshelf are 
“Chwns fee wrote in Engfe 


>**Y 


“The neighbourhood was con- 
quered ... between fee 29tfa of 
AgnI^1948, and the 2nd of May, 
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9 Arafat stadycoordination 


(Continued from page 1) ' 


j before tbc Palestinian' problem a 

’ P ro pcHy addressed and r©r 

r> solved.” 

^ Abed Rabbo, another 
. ^ ’ PLO executive, told Renters that 


■ v j- ■ oyi m wi uw UCTUI OJ1U 

/ ‘^the head of the FLO’S political 
* " r '-> < .department ahead of the Madrid 
“^conference to detide whether a 
t-, summit of their leaders would 
v . ~ ; ■ ^convene later. 

“What is intended from 
...r ^ ij./'i.Arab meeting is to standwfrffcft 
■ ^ r.^f. 4* oar positions ta reach a compro- 
^benave position on afl aspects (ctf 
'■ the Middle East problem) and 
.. - -i .^-dnsnre there will be no separate 

- • r ":"^peacesohnioTis, ,v Mr. Abed Rab- 
--^ ^i^/bo was quoted as saying by Reo- 

' Mr. Arafat's visit to Jordan 

' ^‘coincided with die arrival here of 
two Palestinian activists from the 
occupied territories. 

Zohaira Kama! and Ghassan 
A1 Khati b said they were here for 
talks on the make-up of the joint 
Jmriawi« n- Pale«tinia n delegation 
to the peace talks. 

Ms. Kamal was quoted as 
_ saying that a six-member commit- 

. " - ^ °f Palestinians will be made 

‘ up to advise the delegation. She 

. ^ denied that she would be one of 

r."® the delegation members but said 

: 'u-.r** ^ *h® would serve in the advisory 

- committee. 

y ■’11 ES ' Mr. Khatib, a professor of eco- 

■ - .. nonric development at Btr Zeit 

" ;_7. ; ^ % ^“vexsity and Ms. JSamal, are 

‘ - it." itijj expected to meet Jordanian offi- 

cials to discuss the joint 
”■*>(!» ^ Jonfanian-Palestinian delegation 

- - viodii. to the peace con fer ence. 

v. Mr. Khatib, said that tire final 

1st .of the Palestinian delegation 
. m will be pobfidy revealed on Mon- 

• day* 

- fc ' ' Jjjj “A decision was made not to 
. " ~ 5 .:» s^j* release the names of the Palesti- 



nian delegation until Monday,” 
Khatib said in a telephone inter- 

■ view. 

: Several ’lists of Palestinian 
names have been leaked to the 
press, bat none have been con- 
firmed by the Palestinian lead- 
ership. 

Mr. Khatib said that the gener- 
al Palestinian mood in die occu- 
pied territories was positive about 
the peace conference, hot stres- 
sed' that the people, were cau- 
tions. 

“The people generally accept 

■ the form of the joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation and their 
participation in the conference,” 
said the professor. 

“But their hope is very cau- 
tious because they are accus- 
tomed to failed attempts to solve 
die Palestinian problem in the 
last 24 years, he said. - - 

The professor, known as a sup- 
porter of the Palestinian Com- 
munist Party, said the Palesti- 
nians felt that the efforts 
appeared more serious. 

“With the be ginning of nego- 
tiations, there will be more 
optimism among the people -in 
the occupied territories,” be pre- 
dicted. 

According to Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo, Mr. Arafat and President 
Assad agreed that multilateral 
talks with Israel on water rights, 
regional disarmament and en- 
vironmental issues are futile until 
the Jewish state withdra ws from 
Arab territories. 

“Regarding die multilateral 
phase of the talks, the Syrians 
and the Palestinians think there is 
no need to convene them before 
the peace co n fe r e n ce ends its job 
ami secures Israeli widxkswal and 
Palestinian Arab rights,” Mr. 
Abed Rabbo told Reuters. 

“There is also agreement that 
the issue of Jerusalem and a halt 
to Israeli settlements on occupied 


Arab territories should be on the 
conference agenda,” he said. 

The decision-making Palestine 
Central Council (PCC), which 
met in Toms Ia& week, accepted 
Palestinian participation in a joint. 
Jordaman-Palestiman delegation 
at the peace conference after 
dropping a key demand for a 
'freeze in Israeli settlement activ- 
ity prior to the convening of the 
conference. 

The extent to which Mr. Arafat 
managed to heal his eight-year 
rift with President Assad during 
his visit to Damascus' was not 
immediately known. Bnt the 
FLO chairman paid tribute to the 
Syrian president during the meet- 
ing late Saturday, according to 
PLO officials. 

According to a Syrian pres- 
idential spokesman, Mr. Assad 
and Mr. . Arafat “stressed the 
necessity of achieving coordina- 
tion among the Arab parties tak- 
ing part in the historic peace 
conference in Madrid on Oct. 
30.” 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Shafiq A1 Hoot who 
■wwniiffi the four-hour f ifc* said 
die atmosphere at the meeting 
was “cordial and warm.” 

Mr. Arafat praised Mr. Assad's 
stand on Middle East peace and 
Mr. Hout said the talks were held 
in line with the wishes of “the 
Palestinian people inside and out- 
side occupied Palestine.” 

Meanwhile, the Paris repre- 
sentative of the FLO was quoted 
as saying that the PLO would be 
at the peace conference negotiat- 
ing table ‘‘whether anyone wants 
it.or not.” 

“The PLO is not a political 
or gan is a tion. The PLO is the 
national identity of the Palesti- 
nian people,” said Ibrahim Sonss 
in an interview with Radio Monte 
Carlo. “All Palestinian people 
are PLO.” 

“Everyone knows that each 
Palestinian who will be at the 
negotiating table win be PLO,” 
be added. 




Israeli cabinet votes ‘yes’ to conference 
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• (Co n ti n ued from page 1) 

Israel’s positions and principles.” 

Mr. Sharon said the govern- 
ment should resign and call an 
election in which he would “go 
from city to city and from village 
to village, and to travel among 
the Jewish conmunrities abroad 
to errpbitTi how we get OUt of 

this sitnatkm.” 

Israel Radio said Mr. Sharon 
harshly criticised Mr. Shamir in 
the dosed meeting. He told the 
radio that Mr. Shamir “has led 
Israel on tins mistaken path and 
continues to anestiietise the peo- 
ple against ... really terrible dta£ 
gere” ' r 

Others who voted no were Sci- 
ence Nfinister Yoval Neeman of 
the ultra-right Tehiyah party, and 
Rdiavam Zeevi, a minister with- 
out portfrrfio whose Modetet par- 
ty advocates expelling Palesti- 
nians from the occupied territor- 
ies. f 

Finance Nfinister Yitzhak Mod- 
a of LDmd was listed as abstain- 
ing. But be said he did not vote 
for attending only because of a 
technicality — he had submitted 
his own proposal for the confer- 
ence with different language from 
the gover nm ent plan. 

Mr. Shamir had announced on 
Friday that he expected Israel to 
attend the Madrid co n f erenc e 
and recommended acceptance 
from the cabinet, almost assuring 
a favourable vote. 

Mr. Shamir's ability to push 
through bis decision to attend was 
never in doubt despite clamour- 
ing from the far right of his 
coalition which fears Israel would 
face international pressure to 


trade occupied Arab land for 
peace. 

Mr. Sharon is the head hawk 
opposed to the talks. He has 
challenged Mr. Sha mir for the 
leadership of the Likud party and 
demanded ins resignation. . 

Mr. Shamir vociferously 
opposes ceding occupied land but 
he did not want to be blamed for 
thwarting the U.S. effort to re- 
fashion the Middle in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war. 

Washington used its ftandd 
leverage to. prod Israel to the 
negotiating table by delaying $10 
bfflibn of urgently needed loan 
guarantees to house Soviet Jews.' 

Mr. Baker issued invitations to 
the con fer ence Friday after meet- 
ing Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Pankin. Moscow is co-sponsoring 
the talks whose opening win be 
largely ceremonial and attended 
fay presidents George Bush and 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Four days later direct talks are 
due to take place between Israel, 
and the Arab countries. 

Israeli opposition to the talks 


could grow tins week once the 
names of die Palestinian dele- 
gates are made public. Mr. Sha- 
mir refines to sit with die Pales- 
tine liberation Organisation. 

Most of the two milUon Palesti- 
nians of the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and the East Jerusalem, 
however, proclaim the PLO as 
their sole representative. The 
issue of who should represent 
them was one of the biggest 
obstacles to arranging the confer- 
ence. 4 

Palestinian sources said the 
Palestinian delegation would be 
headed by Hairier Abdul Shaft, 
72, head of the Ited 'Oescent 
Society in the' occupied Gaza 
Strip. 2 

Palestinians submitted a fist of 
I delegates to the United 
Saturday but said there 
was still intense debate over who 
should represent them. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
PLO supporters scrawled graffi ti 
on walls urging Palestinians to 
ignore a call for a general strike 
by tiie rival Islamic resistance 
movement, Hamas, to mark the 
start of die peace conference. 


King, Pankin review Soviet role 


(Continued from page 1) 
Jerusalem Friday, ar- 
bere from Damascus after 
talks with Syrian leaders. 

In the Syrian capital, Mr. 
Pankin pledged that Moscow 
would wort: towards ensuring 
Israeli withdrawal from the occu- 
pied Arab territories. 

The Soviet foreign minister ar- 
rived a few mi n u tes ahead of 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 


who was also visiting Syria. It was 
not known where Mr. Arafat 
would meet Mr. Pankin after an 
expected encounter failed to 
materialise in die Syrian capital. 

Both Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Pankin are due in Cairo Mooday 
and reports from the Egyptian 
capital said the two men could 
meet But other reports indicated 
Paris as the venue for the meet- 
ing. 


Goethe Institute — thirty 
years of cultural services 


LAST WEEK marked the 30th 
anniversary of the establishment 
of the Goethe Institute in Am- 
man. To many intellectuals and 
habitnees of the institute, this has 
been an occasion to express their 
gratitude and to review die con- 
stant achievements of this institu- 
tion and its primary role in en- 
hancing the development of 
Jordanian technology and cul- 
ture. 

The functions of the institute 
cover Amman, Irbid, Karak and, 
at times, the remotest areas with- 
in Jordan. It kept its functions 
within Arab East Jerusalem, tak- 
ing care of graduates of German 
universities and institutions. 
Although Its work was highly 
reduced there after the Arab- 
Israeti war, it has lately intensi- 
fied meaningfully. 

The Goethe Institute intro- 
duces modem cultural thought 
and M3>? uifig methods, used in 
Germany, to professionals here 
and to the Jordanian community 
as a whole. 

Visiting professionals come 
from the Federal Republic of 
Germany, they deliver lectures 
and held workshops in d iff erent 


fields. They contact universities, 
institutions or interested indi- 
viduals. They cover such subjects 
as literature, fine arts, 
architecture, archaeology, 
museology, environment, geofo- 
gy, water availability or pollu- 
tion, forestry, health care, traffic 
p lanning, economy and law. They 
bold special lecture cydes on 
orientalism and Islamic studies. 

The work of the Goethe Insti- 
tute is in no way detrimental to 
local culture. In fact, most scho- 
lars come with the idea “know 
your culture, keep your culture, 
modernise your culture.” 

They encourage documenta- 
tion and want to limi t superficial 
adaptation of imported ideas. 
TTrey advise a proper adaptation 
of foreign methods and functions 
to develop and modernise our 
own heritage. 

The insti t u te offers its premises 
to Jordanian professionals to give 
them an opportunity to impart 
their knowledge, ideas and opin- 
ions to tiie Jordanian and interna- 
tional community. 

The Goethe Institute gives the 
public a dear insight into German 
life and culture. It presents 


approximately 15 different ex- 
hibits, 30 films, four or five con- 
certs, a musk workshop, and 
about 50 lectures every year. It 
has a reference library with about 
3,099 books. 

It sometimes awards a scho- 
larship of one or two months in 
Germany for an intensive Ger- 
man language course. The person 
awarded the scholarship is then 
invited to meet professionals in 
his own field and gets first hand 
information about the work of his 
German counterparts. 

In order to facilitate cultural 
and te c hnic al exchanges, the in- 
stitute offers German language 
courses here in Amman. These 

are given by highly qualified 
teachers. The Goethe Institute 
bead office in Munich constantly 
develops new materials 

and organises training and profes- 
sional development for staff 
members. 

The Goethe Institute in Am- 
man produce new publications 
constantly. Their latest produc- 
tion, the second volume of “tiie 
Near East in Antiquity,” was 
m a de in cooperation with tiie 


German Protestant Institute of 
Archaeology of the Holy Land in 
Amman. It relates the German 
contributions to archaeology of 
Jordan, Palestine, Syria, Leba- 
non and Egypt. 

The institute has also under- 
taken the tran slation of the book 
“Higjh over Jordan” into Ger- 
man. 

The museum of Jordanian 
Heritage at the University of 
Yannouk acknowledges its Ger- 
man parentage, the contributions 
of the Linden Museum in Stutt- 
gart as wefi as the personal efforts 
of former German Ambassador 
to Jordan, Dr. Herwig Bartels. 

The Socie ty fo r Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ) and the Ger- 
man Academic Exchange Service 
are two more institutions that 
have worked hand in hand with 
the Goethe Institute and have 
succeeded in establishing dose 
relationships with Jordan to the 
benefit of both countries. 

One symposium, the Arab- 
German dialogue, was held under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Grown Prince Hassan. It 
dealt with cultural, economic as 


well as psychological relations be- 
tween toe Arab World and Ger- 
many. 

“It is essential to develop local 
culture first through self- 
awareness and'self- 
interpretation, and then move on 
to the dialogue,” says Mr. Hein- 
rich Reinstrom, director of the 
Goethe Institute in Amman. He 
spares no effort to cover all fields 
of study and to attract all in- 
terested professionals and intel- 
lectuals in toe country. He aspires 
to widen toe range of his work- 
field into the remotest parts, of 
Jordan. “All people deserve good 
service and a good education,” be 
said, as be seriously considered 
reaching out to people in Aqaba 
to use the Orff system of musk 
education. He was trying to fi- 
gure out bow he could make the 
basic instruments available to 
them. 

Seeing how the staff of the 
Goethe Institute give so much of 
themselves for our country, we 
can only impart our gratitude and 
wish them 30 more years of suc- 
cess. 

Nelly 


Is it real or is it almost real? Science imitates life 


By Sebastian Moffett 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Grey Skies, the daily 
grind, family problems, interna- 
tional crises ... ever want to get 
away from the real world? 

An easy escape might soon be 
at hand. 

Put on a headset and data- 
glove and you could jump into a , 
completely different world — a 
“virtual reality” where the sun 
always shLies and you can live out 
your fantasies. 

Known as VR, virtual reality 
has been on the drawing board 
for years. Now, thanks to in- 
creased computer power and a 
surge of interest, it is finally 
taking shape. 

The system is not quite at the 
stage portrayed in some movies 
where computers are used to 
transport people to other planets. 
But bow about a stroll through a 
lifelike house? 

I In .what is thought to be the 
world's first business application 
of.VR technology, an arm of the 
I pant. Matsushita electronics 
; group plans to start using VR 
j equipment next month to help 
i customers choose their kitchens. 


By donning a headset and 
“data glove” which monitor head 
and hand movements, the cus- 
tomer can see the “virtual world” 
through Liquid Crystal Displays 
(LCDS), or “eyephones,” in the 
headset — one for each eye so 
stereo vision provides a sense of 
depth. 

Computers process informa- 
tion from the sensors and calcu- 
late “where” the customer is in 
virtual space. They translate this 
into graphic images which are 
projected onto the eyephones. 

The computers achieve a result 
fundamental to VR; turning your 
head to the right in the real world 
produces toe same effect in toe 
virtual world — turning your 
bead to the right. 

Another feature adding to the 
sense of reality is the ability to see 
a virtual hand before your eyes — 
raise your real hand and the 
virtual hand rises, too. 

Reach out for a virtual plate 
and you can “pick- it- up” by 
clenching your. fist. Clench your 
fist by a virtual tap* and blue 
virtual -water gushes out. With ; 
earphones, you can hear the 
sound of rushing water. 

The quality of the LCD images 


in the eyephones creates the 
effect of a cartoon world. Be- 
cause the images take some time 
to react, VR works best with slow 
movements. 

These are points which should 
improve. The quality of LCDS is 
expected to increase dramatically 
in the next few years, and reac- 
tion speed will rise as semicon- 
ductor technology yields greater 
computer processing speed. 

Michitaka Hirose, associate en- 
gineering professor at Tokyo 
University, is looking at applica- 
tions involving headsets which 
use half mirrors to superimpose 
three-dimenstona] images on the 
real world. 

For instance, the image of a 
person’s brain might float ghost- 


like where the brain really is but 
cannot be seen, so a surgeon 
could “see” the brain on which he 
is operating. 

Pilots could fly safely in foggy 
weather because they would be 
able to see superimposed “vir- 
tual” airfields and other planes, 
where these do in feet exist. 

“Tele-existence” is another 
possibility. Computer proces- 
sing of information from sensors 
could enable a robot at a remote 
point to match exactly the body 
movements of someone perform- 
ing a specific task — and defuse a 
bomb or work in a nuclear power 
station. 

But for the technology to take 
off, large corporations will have 
to become interested and devote 


some of their massive research 
and development budgets to the 
field. 

“When VR becomes seen as a 
concrete business opportunity, 
lots of companies should join the 
field, and this will spur the tech- 
nology along,” Mr. Hirose said. 

Fujitsu LTD is experimenting 
with VR and has developed soft- 
ware to reproduce life at tiie. 
bottom of the ocean. 

“Entertainment is the primary 
application we're thiking of now 
— like producing movies the. 
viewer can star in themselves,” 
Fujitsu spokesman Jun Nariai 
said. 

Analysts say the first commer-. 
rial applications are likely to be 
games, followed by architecture. 


Negotiator expects settlement freeze 

of legitimacy without gpwwng any 
Israeli concessions in exchange 
The United States is trying to 
find a compro mi se between the 
two positions, possibly by sug- 
gesting another European city as 
venue for the talks. 

They are supposed to begin on 
Nov. 2, the day after toe three- 
day peace conference, winch it- 
self is seen as a purely ceremonial 
event in winch each of the parties 
would deliver opening statements 
but would not conduct negotia- 
tions. 

The United States believes 
Israelis negotiations with the 
Palestinians, Jordan and Leba- 
non could achieve some success 
bnt is much less hopeful about 
Israeh-Syrian talks, a senior Bush 
administration official said Fri- 
day. 


(Continued from page 1) 

winch are slated to begin im- 
mediately after peace conference. 

The sources said Syria wanted 
to hold the talks in Madrid, site of 
the peace conference, to stres 
that the talks were an outgrowth 
of the conference itself. 

But Israel, which has always 
apposed wide i n t erna ti onal in- 
volvement in solving the Arab- 
IsraeH conflict and insisted on 
one-on-one talks with each of its 
enemies, would like to bold the 
negotiations in the Middle East. 

In has snggrateri alte rnating 
them between a town in the 
Galilee and a site in Syria. The 
Syrians refuse to go to Ivael or to 
allow Israelis to visit Syria be- 
canse they believe tins would give 
the Jewish state an extra me asur e 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR-tO 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

TEL 604676 604696 



; The first 4 best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Mai Arman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School • 
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Open daily I2ti0-3:3Q 

p.m. 

630-Midnight 

T*L$3$9$ $ 
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Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent andl 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

[For farther details, p lsml 

kbdoiTn leal 


[Tel. *10*05, til 



Distinctive 

vnias Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST ASWAN 


t sr 




Just call NIDAL 

693037 


m 

RUBOR 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing ■ 

- Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefbr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our • 
— ' ■ specialities 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

y 6:30 -Midnight y 


STU1HOHAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servick 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

30 % 


From oat argo- 

20x30am 


Shmrisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bask. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 



I MANDARIN RESTAPRAWT [ 

Special Qrfnest Foods 
Skffled OdMse Chefs 


I Open 1L30-ZX A 6.HO-U-JO 


Taka may b 

Wadi Saqra .Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 

ITri. 681822, Amman 

•net Tasted 

gk 41 wagsiwtd 



1 LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


QD 


QDD 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAItOTEL 

||j£<|l|IS 


.Amman -Tel. 668193 

P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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SPORTS NTO51H BRIEF 

China takes easy lead at Asian meet 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — Chinese discos thrower Yu Wenge set 
a championship record at die Asian Track and Field Cham- 
pionships Sunday. Despite heavy rain, China took five gold medals 
to raise their tally to six in two days, weD ahead of arch rivals 
. Japan and South Korea with two golds each. Yu’s winning throw 
. of 62.20 metres surpassed the previous championship record of 
61.72 but was well below his personal best of 6332. “I could have 
improved my personal best if not for the rain which hampered my 
. performance,” be said. World champion Xu Demei was also mi 
easy winner for China in the women's javelin final with a best 
throw of 59.84 metres. Asia's fastest man, Talal Mansur of Qatar, 

■ clocked 10.24 seconds in the men’s 100 metres semifinals, 0.04 of 
. a second better than his Asian Games record of 10.28. China's 

Asian Games champion Tian Yumei broke the meeting record of 

■ 11.39 with a time of 11.32 in the women’s 100 metres semifinals. 

Marseille suffers 2nd defeat 

PARIS (R) — French league leaders Marseille, playing without 
Jean-Pierre Papin who was injured by a bottle thrown by a fan, 

. suffered their second defeat of the season when they lost 1-0 at St 
. Etienne Saturday. Papin was struck by a bottle thrown by a St 
Etienne fan as the Marseille players arrived at their opponent's 
stadium. He was taken to hospital. Medical sources said be was 
. only slightly injured. Striker Didier Tboiot delighted the 40,000 
. home crowd when he struck the only goal in the 42nd minute. 
Champions Marseille remained one point ahead of Monaco who 
lost 2-0 at Metz Thursday. Paris St Germain retained third spot 
despite a 2-0 defeat at Caen. 

Buyo saves Real Madrid from defeat 

MADRID (R) — Fine goalkecping by Francisco Buyo saved 
leaders Real Madrid from their first Spanish League defeat of the 
season. He made two fine reflex saves to keep out headers from 
Barcelona's Michael Laudrup and Hristo Stoichkov in the dosing 
minutes. The game ended in a 1-1 draw. Barcelona, who have not 
beaten Real away for seven seasons, had defender Alberto Ferrer 
sent off six minutes from time for a second bookable offence. 
Robert Prosinecki gave Real the lead with a 25-metre free kick in 
the 19th minute. Dutch international Ronald Koeman equalised 
from the penalty spot in die 47th minute after Luis Mi Ha had 
fouled Laudrup. 

Huber wins at Filderstadt Indoor 

FILDERSTADT, Germany (R) — Former World number one 
Martina Navratilova was beaten by unseeded Anke Huber, 19 
years her junior, in the final of the S350,000 Filderstadt Women's 
Indoor Tournament Sunday. The 2-6 6-2 7-6 victory was the 
1 6-year-old Huber's biggest career win and gave her a prize of 
$70,000 — $17,000 more than she won throughout the whole of 
1990. The top-seeded Navratilova, who turned 35 Friday, had 
been hoping for victory to bring her level with fellow American 
- Chris Evert’s all-time record of 157 tournament wins. But Huber 
. was too strong for the nine-times Wimbledon champion who lost 
•the third set tiebreak 7-4 to concede defeat in just under two 
hours. Huber, who beat fifth-seeded American Tina Garrison in 
rite quarterfinals and number seven Helena Sokova of Czechoslo- 
vakia in the last four, should now move into die world’s top 20. 
The German teenager had won only one previous tournament, in 
Schnectady last year. 

Lendl beats Wheaton in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (AP) — Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia oveipo- 
. wered American David Wheaton 6-3, 7-5, 6-1 Sunday and won 
the Marlboro Tennis Championships for the second consecutive 
year. Lendl, ranked fifth in the world, broke Wheaton in the third 
and ninth games in the first set. He had a tougher battle in the 
second set, but won it with a service break in die 12th game. The 
31-year-old Lendl dominated the third set, breaking Wheaton 
three times. Wheaton was eliminated from the tournament Friday 
after finishing second behind Japan’s Shnzo Matsuoka in group 
play. However, Matsuoka became ill Saturday, giving Wheaton a 
chance to play in the semifinals, where he beat American Michael 
Chang 6-3, 7-6 (9-7). Lendl advanced into final by beating 
Australian Todd Woodbridge 6-2, 7-6 (7-3). 

Rising star Jarnet wins at Newmarket 

NEWMARKET, England (R) — Thierry Jarnet, the rising star of 
French bone racing, made a spectacular debut in England when 
partnering Tel Quel to a 16-1 victory in the group one Champion 
Stakes. But while everything went perfectly for Sheikh Moham- 
mad’s colt, die race proved a disaster for Cash Asmussen aboard 
last year’s winner In The Groove. Asmussen, playing the waiting 
game which paid rich dividends with Suave Dancer in the Prix De 
L’Arc De Triompbe, this time failed to find an opening, barging 
across another French challenger, glity, when making a move 
three furlongs (600 metres) out In The Groove made rapid 
headway afterwards, but Tel Quel had already mastered second- 
placed Cruachan and was beyond recall, winning by half a length. 
After a stewards’ inquiry, In The Groove was allowed to keep 
third place. Sheikh Mohammad, whose family sponsor the event, 
was capturing his first group one prize in England this year. 

French filly wins in Maryland 

LAUREL, Maryland (R) — Leariva, a four-year-old French- 
based filly and a 44-1 longshot, won the $750,000 Budweiser 
International Horse Race by 1-1/4 lengths over 12 others. Sillery, , 
another French -based horse, was second and compatriot Goofalik 
was third over the 1-1/4-mile turf course of the race, formerly 
called the Washington International. Solar Splendor, a 4-1 
favourite from the United States, was 10th. Ken De Saron, a ! 
French-based filly broke her maiden Saturday in her second 
career start by winning the Setima Stakes Grade III Race. Ken De 
Saron is trained by Maurice Zilber and was ridden by Eric Legrix. 
Smiling And Danrin, a U.S.-based two-year-old colt, won the 
Laurel Futurity. Richard Migfiore rode the winner for trainer 
Stephen Dimauro. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 991 Tfftura MeOJ Semen Inc. 

WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*AQ :AK93 764 4AQ105 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 
1 * Pass 1 ■■■ Pew 

9 

What do you bid now? 

Q JS — Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

4K105 7AJ6 vAfl 4AQJ93 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 « Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 * Pass 

7 

What anion do you take? 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q10873 T8B 0AQ109 +63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 *7 Pass Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4J94 v'K87 0652 4QJ72 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 « Paw 1 NT Paw 

3 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — -Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

+8 73 OQ109762 +KJ652 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

14 2 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A Wold 0AKS763 
+AKJ1074 

The bidding has proceeded 
South West North East 

2 0 2 4 Paw Paw 

What action do you take? 


Berger wins Japan Grand Prix; 
Senna takes world drivers’ title 


SUZUKA, Japan (AP) — Brazi- 
lian Ayrton Senna clinched his 
third World Drivers’ Cham- 
pionship in four years when be 
finished secoad behind his 
McLaren teammate Gerhard 
Berger in the Japanese Grand 
Prix Sunday. 

Austria’s Berger won the inci- 
dent-filled 53-lap race in one hour 
32 minutes and 10.695 seconds, 
finishing 0344 seconds ahead of 
team-mate Senna in an amazing 
finish in which Sena a, who was 
leading, pulled over at the final 
corner to let Berger through to 
win. 

It was an extrao r din ary finish 
to an extraordinary race that saw 
S enna seal the title, and Berger 
win his first race faff McLaren and 
his first since the Portuguese 
Grand Prix in 1989 when he was 
with Ferrari. 

Senna’s chief rival for the title, 
Briton Nigel Mansell, spun off 
with a braking problem on the 
11th lap, his Williams car coming 
to rest in the same sandtrap on 
the first corner where last year’s 
championship was settled when 
Senna and Frenchman Alain 
Prost collided. 

Berger and Senna were fol- 
lowed boom by Italian Riccardo 
Patrese in the second Williams 

Bayern 

Munich 

loses 

again 

BONN (R) — Bayern Munich 
lost their second successive match 
under new coach Soren Lerby 3-2 
at Stuttgart and slipped into die 
lower reaches of the Bundesiiga. 

Bayern, who sacked coach 
Jopp Heynckes two weeks ago, 
have lost six of their 14 ^mes this 
season and find themselves in the 
unaccustomed position of being 
only two points above die bottom 
dub. 

Victory lifted Stuttgart from 
fourth to second behind Eintracht 
Frankfurt who extended then- 
lead after winning 4-2 at Wattens- 
cheid. Closest challengers Bayer 
Leverkusen and Duisburg both 
drew. 

Bayern, BundesHga champions 
five times in the past seven years, 
were 2r0 down within eight mi- 
nutes to goals from Maurizio 
Gandmo and Fritz Walter. 

Thomas Berthokl reduced the: 
deficit with a 22nd minute strike 
but Stuttgart controlled the pace 
of the game and restored their 
two-goal lead with a header from 
bbero Slobodan Dnbajic in die 
71st minute. 

Stefarf Effenberg added a con- 
solation goal for Bayern 11 mi- 
nutes from time. 

“The first 10 urinates were a 
catastrophe for ns,” Lerby said. 

Stuttgart coach Christoph 
Damn, dearly relieved after los- 
ing his two previous matches, 
said: “We started off aggressively 
and had the necessary quantum 
of good luck at the beginning.” 


HAS THE \ v 
SCHOOL l /NOT 1 
BUS COME /l VET, 
. VET? J 


Andy Capp 


with Alain Prost of France fourth 
for Ferrari ahead of Martin Bnm- 
dSe of Britain in a Brabham and 
Stefano Modena of Italy in a 
Tyrrell. 

For Brundle it was bis bea 
finish since finishin g fifth for 
Brabham in the same race two 


The result sealed Senna's third 
championship. He won the tide 
last year and in 1988. 

With one race to go. Senna has 
an iwa«sailah le 91 points in the 
title race to Mansell's 69. 

Mansell was among the first to 
congratulate Senna after the 
champion had climbed from his 
McLaren and hugged team-mate 
Berger. 

Berger, starting the race from 
pole position, led comfortably for 
the opening 17 laps before Senna 
went by to take the lead. 

Senna briefly conceded the 
lead to Patrese on laps 22 and 23 
when he stopped for new tyres, 
but went ahead on lap 24 and 
kept the lead until the final 
corner. 

There Senna moved across and 
let Berger through to win. The 
pair crossed the Hoe almost side 
by side, waving to each other as 
they drove down the straight. 


On his slowing down lap. Sen- 
na was given a Brazilian national 
flag that he waved furiously. On 
the podium he and Berger 
spayed champagne in celebra- 
tion. 

Senna said he had deliberately 
let Berger through to win. ' 

“It is a very exciting win for me 
and a very satisfying one. But we 
have had to push hard, both 
Gerhard and me, to get the cham- 
pionship." 

“He has done a lot of work for 
me and that is why, for the first 
time in my career, when I had the 
chance I let Gerhard go through 
to win.” 

Senna’s win enabled him to 
become the youngest man to join 
an exclusive dub of three-times 
world champions alongside Juan- 
Manuei Fangio (five titles). Jack 
Brabham, Jackie Stewart, Niki 
Landa, Nelson Piquet and Alain 
ProsL 

S enna added: “When I saw 
Mansell go off I cannot say I was 
sorry because I knew he was 
having a hell of a time in the 
turbulence behind me. 

“After he retired, it was almost 
an instant reaction for me to 
think ‘right, we’ve got to go for it 
and have some fun’ only to be 


reminded by the team over the 
radio tint to think of the con- 
structors’ c&ampionsltip. 

“After our tyre stops, I was 
leading and having to. drive 99.9 
per amt. We had agreed earlier 
that whoever led for the opening 
stages would be allowed to win. 

“Giving way was a small ges- 
ture to Gerhard who had helped 
me a lot in the past. But I mean a 
small gesture because he was as 
fast as me today.” 

Said Mansell: “It was a pity for 
me that dungs finished like that I 
had been potting the pressure on 
Ayrton, not poshing too hard, 
when at torn one the break pedal 
went soft and I just couldn’t slow 
down enough. 

“I tried to catch it, as the car 
ran wide, but I failed. 

However, we cannot be too 
disappointed with the way things 
have gone this season. The team 
have done what they promised 
and have given me a great crack 
at the championship. 

“The McLaren drivers used 
perfectly legitimate ' tactics. j 
Gerhard shot off like a bullet and 
Ayrton kept me slow through die 
comers. Ayrton has all my con- • 
graduations on winning bis third j 
world tide.” I 


Man. United draws with Arsenal 


LONDON (R) — David Rocastie 
has endured a nightmare year 
since he last played at Manches- 
ter United but the Arsenal mid- 
fielder banished the bad dreams 
Saturday. 

Last October, the 24-year-old 
and his team mates hit the head- 
lines after a brawl on the pitch at 
Old Tr af fotd led to both clubs 
being docked championship 
points. 

Rocastie was fined two weeks’ 
wages for his part in it and was 
sidelined by leg injuries for the 
rest of the season while his col- 
leagues were on their way to die 
league tide. 

At the end of the season, 
seemingly out of favour with 
manager George Graham and 
struggling to find a first-team 
place, it seemed that Rocastie 
was heading nowwhere fast. 

On Satinday be returned to 
Old Trafford. 

There were no brawls this time 
as Rocastie, whose England 
career has also been in the doL 


drums. stood out in midfield as 
Arsenal held the unbeaten En- 
glish League leaders to a 1-1 
draw. 

His beautifully-weighted 25- 
metre chip in the 40th mitinte hit 
tiie crossbar, rebounded and 
bounced in off the diving body of 
Danish International goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel. 

It was only the fourth league 
goal that United, who stayed two 
points clear at the top, have 
conceded all season. 

Hie strike was given initially as 
an own goal by the Dane but 
Rocastie and Graham were hav- 
ing none of that. 

“That must be the best goal 
I’ve ever scored,” said Rocastie, 
whose morale has soared since he 
moved to central midfield at the 
start of tiie season and since his 
best friend in soccer Ian Wright 
was signed from Crystal Palace 
last month. 

If so, then it was Rocastle’s 
third goal of the season. Graham, 


short of top class midfielders, 
agreed. “Rocastie was outstand- 
ing, arguably the best player on 
the pitch. He produced some 
nmgifsil moments and it was a 
tremendous goaL You would be 
extremely harsh to say that was 
an own goaL 

“Fm really pleased for him 
because he has had two bad years 
through injury but has come back 
again,” he said. 

United manager Alex Fergu- 
son, whose team bears a strong 
resemblance to the Arsenal erf 
last season with their watertight 
defence, was relieved by the out- 
come of the match. 

The European Cup Winners 
Cup holders have now played 
second-placed Leeds, Liverpool 
and Arsenal at home and still not 
lost. 

Leeds, who have played one 
game more than United, in- 
creased the press ur e with a 4-2 
thrashing of Notts Comity, to 
move within two points of the 
Leaders. 


Twins take 1st game of World Series 


MINNEAPOLIS (R) — Jack 
Morris provided the pitching and 
Greg Gagne and Kent Hrbek 
supplied the punch on Saturday 
night as the Minnesota Twins 
beat the Atlanta Braves 5-2 in the 
opening game of baseball's Cin- 
derella series. 

Gagne got the Twins rolling 
with a three-cun homer in the 
fifth and Hrbek put another run 
on the board with a mammoth, 
440-foot blast in the sixth to semi 
the raucous crowd of 55,108 at 
the Metrodome into a frenzy. 

Moms went seven innings for 


the win and ace reliever Rick 
Aguilera finished up for tiie save 
as Minnesota drew first blood 
against the National League 
champions in the best-of-seven 
World Series. 

Minnesota collected nine hits 
off four Atlanta huriens. Braves, 
starter Charlie Leibrandt was 
charged with the defeat, giving up 
four runs in four inning?. 

“We have a different hero ev- 
ery time,” Hrbek said. ’Tonight 
it was Gags (Gagne) and in foe 
playoffs it was Pags (Mike Pag- 
liarulo).” 


The battle between the only 
teams ever to go from last place 
one season to foe World Series In 
the next resumes here on Sunday 
with Kevin Tapani starting for the 
American League pamumt win- 
ners Atlanta’s 20-game winner 
Tom Glavine. 

The Braves, the object of a 
pre-game protest led by foe 
American Indian Movement 
against Atlanta’s use of Indian 
names and symbols, wfll return to 
the friendlier confines of Atianta- 
Fulton County Stadium for the 
third game of foe series on 
Tuesday. 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 21* 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, C&roii Ftighter Foundation : 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: m, tocremmg your present abuad- 

Beiaa ready, eager and.wflHng to wccitaa^fccyoooowK>\K 
Ww hmi wm wt MK rfa a w M - on. the lout tor sura. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Being ready, eager and, willing to 
forge into new avenues of express- 
iou depend somewhat on detiskm 
about just what ii is that you really 
want out of fife. Decide and move 
forward today. 

AWES: (Mwch 21 to April 19) Get 
out and make contact with those 
who are able to bdp you in your 
regular duties and mow them tint 
ytou are well acquainted with 
proven methods. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
You are conscious of the heed and 
the goodies that money brings to 
yon now so concentrate upon 
adding to your seanity by baring a 
greater abundance to spare. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This 
is certainly your day to go after 
what you want in the way of 
pleas ure in a big way and to thor- 
oughly enjoy your particular hang- 
ups. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 

July 21) A day to make sure you do 
quietly meditate and reflect upon 
what you can do in order to gain 
the good Wfll of both experts and 
year own household. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) Good 
friends wiH go with yon to studies 
that help you to gain the good win 
of those who have some highly' 
interesting mfonnati on for you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Getting one in power to see 
your capabilities and to get his help 


iiBRA: (September^ to October 
22) This is your moment to show 
you do value some new afly 
have recen t ly met who has given 
yon that fit very well into 
s c he me of things. 

SCORPIOs (October 23 foNovea* 
ber 21) You haw the most pttpbt-/ 
tic insight bow you ran sung 
better with others by bong mate 
exact and particular in yon reft- 
.tions with them. . 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your interest £ 
gaming the good wffl of a partner is 
strong but to get foe best t esoto 
you - would be wise to listen » 
suggestions made by an aadq- 

standing friend. 

CAHUCON: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get that highly placed 
person to show how you cm dp 
your job better from his Loag cp 
perience and then pitch in and gdt 
an work done. - 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebrt- 
ary 19) You aire fitted with the 
Inspiration now to gain you* 
aspirations and you would be wish 
to let those dose to you Snow anti 
'understand- what you like best. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Match 
20) New you find it necessary to 
nuke your -tui iQimdiogB more 
attractive, comfortable weffidm 
if the future is to have that bar? 
mouy and well you so enjoy. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 









“TIDAL WAVE!* 


Unscramble these tour JuriHes, 
one letterto each square, to form 
tour ordBnary words. 


COPHE 


LAUNN 


BURNEM 


SINVIO 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold end Bob Lea 


WHAT THAT' 
JITTERY GUY WAS. 


Now arrange the ctrded tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answerhere: j^j— j 




(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHIME SAUTE PALACE THRASH 

Answer People who refuse to wear their prescribed 
eyeglasses sometimes make this of 
themselves— SPECTACLES 


THE Daily. Crossword 


fay tUchard Thomas 


ACROSS 

,1 End ot the weak 
acronym 
■ 5 Moist lump 
» Apply king 

14 Gets ready for 
war 

15 Adoration 

16 "Merry Widow* - 
composer 

17 MS. cap 
IB Scope 
19 Suppose 

20Dfc*flnarole 

23 Gladden 

24 "Now hear — r 

25 Pang 
28 Models 

32 Dark yellow 
35 Soviet sea 

37 pastureland 

38 Dickens role . 

42 Pine or coal end 

43 Vipers 

44 Learned 

45 Spread out 
awkwardly 

« Complete 
50 Begone! 

52 Riyadh 
residents 
55 Dickens rtfs 
81 On the other 
hand 

62 Stopper . 

63 US author 
Janies 

64 Eng. poet John 

65 mtflgo sbrub 



■T.JS SSSS 8 "*-"- 


■ ST Some parties . 
88 A Kennedy 
■69 Seth's son 

DOWN 
1 Box office 


2 Diving bird 

3 Push 

4 Singer's 


IQ Sleep 

11 Stele in the 
Great Laker- 
region 

12 Trftad 

13 Hat or shoe end 

21 Anesthetic 

22 Teen-to-be 

26 Nitwits - 

27 Blast 

29 Sea fife 

30 Evi glance 

31 SemHxeckxts 
stone 

32 Baseball's Mel 
and kin 

33 Fellow 

34 Munich tir. 

36 "The Sun 



perhaps 

5 Jacket 

6 Knowledge 

7 Anew 
9 Brute 
9 Ruddy 


39 Claw 

40Novefct John 
41 Dover's 


46 After Info 

47 Comptons 


56 “ — Rhythm 1 *- 
51 Acting aware 57 Turner 

55 Bankrolls MsSaMfe* 
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Financial 

Markets 


Cairo Amman Bank 


Foriegn Exchange Market Summary 
(October 14-October 18, 1991) 

AMMAN — Notwi th s tanding underiying bearish se ntim ent 
towards it, the dollar traded higher early las t we ek - The rise was 
attributed, on balance, to technical factors, triggered by the 
apparent postponement of a Fed interest rate cm, coupled with 
the mark's weakness against the yen. The dollar nevertheless, 
ended the week an average of 0.14% lower against the major 
European currencies, but 0.25% higher against die yen, 
co mpar ed to the previous week’s dosing rates. 

" Despite a GHombtxs Day holiday in the U.S. , some New York 
’traders took die dollar higher Monday, as they covered short 
positions in thin trading. The U.S. non went higher still the 
following day, dosing at its highest levels of the week at 1.7134 
marks, 1.6995 dollare to the pound sterling and at 130,13 yen to 
the dollar. Tuesday’s rise was attributed to die fact that the Fed 
had not moved to cut interest rates as expected triggering 
Anther dollar short covering. Lack of agreemen t by the G-7 to 
help the USSR payoff its external debts brought pres s ure on 
the mark m the crosses, because of the high e x pos ure of German 
h anks to Moscow, which in turn reflected favourably on the 
-dollar. Additionally, the G-T’s implicit endorsement of a strong 
yen further weakened the German currency, «nwng it to drop 
Ho 75.95 yen, and cont ri but e d to its deefine »piwt die dollar. 

As of Wednesday, however, the dollar started a gradual 
decline in anticipation of a possible Fed interest rate cut 
Thursday, should U.S. Consumer Price for September, sche» 
doled to be released that day, continue to indicate a low 
inflation leveL The mark, on the other hand, started a gradual 
rebound against the yeu in cross trading,, whilst traders covered 
short mark position to take pr o fi t s , de spite on-going speculation 
"of a possible marie drop to 75.00 yen to the mark in the short 
- -inn. 

The dollar surged in early New York trading Thursday on a 
larger than expected 0.4% rise in September’s Consumer Prices. . 
The rally soon lost steam, however, and reversed into a dedine 
due to comments fromWhite House economic advisor Michael 
Botkin im pressing on the necessity to cu t iute i eal rates if growth 
in money supply, .namely M2, continues to be unsatisfactory. 
Mr. Boskin’s comments rekhMUed expectations of a Bed interest 
rate cut, even though weekly M2 growth turned out bettor than 
expected, rising by $4.5 bfinon, compared to expectations of a 
drop of $2.1 biffion: Other economic reports released during tbe 
day had an adverse influence on tire dollar, as they reflected a 
weak U.S. economy. Industrial Output rose in September by a 
mere 0.1%, while August’s trade gap widened further to $6.76 
billion from $5.95 in July. 

The release of a second batch of Ui. economic reports with negative 
results farther rei n st al led the unfavourable dollar tread Friday. Septem- 
ber's Housing Starts CeQ 22%, its first decline m she months, and a 
survey conducted by Michigan University showed oonsnmer confidence 
had dropped to ha lowest levels in five months. Meanwhile, the 
Japanese currency dropped to 76.96 yea to toe mark, after. Knds 
Miyazawa, widely expected to be the next Japanese prime monster, was 
reported as saving that tbe Japanese economy was ”... in bad ritqpe,’* 
thus ngntBng a |lwiilii Bank of Japan interest fate cal. The yen’s 
weakness against tfw- mark, further intensified the dollar's drop to its • 
lowest levels of the week against European currencies. 
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Foreign debt market 
set to maintain growth 


BANGKOK (R) — The market 
where traders boy ami sell coun- 
tries* foreign debt has grown 
rapkfly over the past year and 
market players say this should 
continue in the next 12 mouths. 

At the same time the nature of 
tint market has changed quickly. 
It has been transformed from a 
place .where only loans were 
bought and sold to resemble 
more a bond market with good 
Hqnkfity and big turnover. 

Traders expect turnover to 
jump to over $200 billion tins 
year from $75 lnffiou in 1990. 

“The emergence of Brady 
Bonds has stimulated die mar- 
ket,” said Gerrit Jan Thames, 
vice-chairman of NMB Postbank, 
one 'of die biggest debt traders. 
"New players like institutional 
investors in the U.S. have comd 
in.” 

Brady Bonds, are foe instru- 
ments issued m exchange for debt 
when countries enter a debt- 
reduction exercise under the 
Brady initiative. 

This was launched in 1989 
when U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady suggested a plan 


to cot the commercial bank 
obligations of the world’s de- 
btors. 

The plan was characterised by 
tiie participation of multilateral 
financial institutions, such as tbe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and World Bank, in sap- 
porting debt redaction. 

The operations were designed 
to create marketable instruments 
as well as an element of debt 
forgi ve nes s and a reduction of 
interest payments. 

The risks involved vary widely 
from country to oountry. 

For example par bonds issued 
by Venezuela and Mexico under 
their Brady-style deals trade at 
around 69% and 59% per cent of 
face value respectively, while 
Nigerian loans that will soon be 
converted trade at 43% per cent. 

Traders say tbe price of Nige- 
rian paper is likely to rise once 
the bonds are issued but Nigeria 
will not catch up with the other 
countries because the risks are 
seen as much greater. 

“If Brazil and Argentina sort 
out Brady deals in the next year, 
tins will contribute to tbe growth 


of tnroover,” said Pad Luke, 
economic advfcer to British mer- 
chant bank Chartered Westib. 

■ Another sign of maturity in the 
market is the fact that many 
opera to rs are getting heavily in- 
volved in derivative products 
xnrh as futures and options. 

But, although tbe market is 
becoming more mature, it still 
attracts speculators looking for 
big yields at high ride. 

The recent move into countries 
where any Brady-type deal is still 
far away is evidence of the trend. 

Any sign of economic and poli- 
tical stability in problem coun- 
tries toaric to investors snapping 
np what they can. 

Peru, which has sot paid any 
interest to. commercial banks 
since 1985, has risen sharply from 
around four per cent of face value 
in March to 14% per cent now. 

Tbe bull nm in tbe market has 
meant that with dollar interest 
rates low, investors have seen 
huge yields for low risk in the 
case of those countries such as 
Mexico and Venezuela that have 
instituted IMF programmes and 
gone a long way to stabilise their 
economies. 


Nigeria gets tough to curb 
wide mismanagement, fraud 


LAGOS (R) — The Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) is crack- 
ing down on maverick finance 
houses in an appa rent attempt to 
enrb widespread mismanagement 
and fraud. 

The CBN have set tough guide- 
lines for the bouses after Presi- 
dent Ibrahim Babangjda told 
Nigerian bank executives .to 
maid their ways or risk their jobs 
and face prosecution. 

CBN spokesman Tony Ede 
said the guidelines, including the 
need for each company to have a 
imnhnnm paid-up capital of five 
minion naira ($500,000), were 
designed to bring the homes firm- 
ly under the CRN’s wing. 

The CBN lists a finance house 


as a company that extends credit 
facilities to consumers and to 
industrial, commercial or agri- 
cultural enterprises. 

It includes leasing, hire purch- 
ase, project financing or consul- 
tancy, and co m p a nies engaging in 
electronic fund tr a nsfers and tbe 
issue of credit cards and token 
stamps. 

The number of such organisa- 
tions operating in Nigeria is not 
known but bankets say there 
could be more than 1,000. 

“Some of them are operated by. 
one man with a car telephone, 
while many of them accept cash 
deposits from die public without 
governm en t approval and are 
centres for fraud,” one banker 


"The guidelines are likely to 
weed out many of tbe fraudulent 
businesses,” be added. 

Under die guidelines, no fi- 
nance house can accept deposits 
in any form or deal in foreign 
currency and all of them must be 
licensed with die CBN after stat- 
ing their proposed objectives and 
financial projections for a five- 
year period. 

A total of 500,000 naira 
($50,000) or 10 per cent of ad- 
justed capital, whichever is high- 
er, most be deposited with die 
CBN. University degrees and be- 
tween three and five years post- 
graduate experience are manda- 
tory for top executives. 


Czechoslovakia beefs up 
reserves to $2.2 billion 


BANGKOK (R) — Czechoslova- 
kia has boosted its foreign-ex-?? 
change reserves to $2.2 biliioa at 
the end of September from $12 
bflhon at the stair of the year. 
Finance Minister Vaclav Klaus 
has said. 

Mr. Klaus said the reforming 
government wanted to show its 
currency, the crown,, could hold 
at current levels. 

Foreign fending to bad: econo- 
mic reforms introduced Jan. 1 
tins year was not needed to fi- 
nance imports as the economy 
started to adjust but were used to 
rebuild reserves, he told Renters 
in an interview. 

“To increase our reserves dur- 
ing die first post-liberalisation 
period is a success,” he said. 

Czechoslovakia liberalised 
prices and foreign trade on Jan. 
.1, introducing internal converti- 
bility allowing co mp an ies to buy 
foreign exchange for imports 
without state intervention. 

Mr. Mans said Czechoslovakia 
WouM need farther foreign fund- 
ing in 1992- 

“We wiD need some addition 
for next year. I would say that tbe 
tough talks will start in Novem- 
ber, when the IMF morion comes 
to Prague,” be said. 

Tbe Group of 24 rich indus- 
trialised nations promised $1 bil- 
lion for Czechoslovakia in 1991 
aRhoogh not all of tins has been 
paid out, in ackfition to IMF 
fundmg of $13 bUBon. 

A preliminary estimate of 
needs for 1992 pr ep ar ed by the 


EC and the IMF said Czechoslo- 
vakia would have a financing gap 
of around $600 million. 

Mr. Klaus said he . wanted west- 
ern Europe and other countries 
to open up their markets to its 
products as it adapted to a market 
economy. 

But there were problems, be 
added. Industrial output fefl 18 
per cent in the first nine mouths 
of 1991 and unemployment was 
5.6 per cent 

"We know that we have not yet 
reached the ‘transformation bot- 
tom’ and that output will con- 
tinue to dedine, pushing tbe un- 
employment rate higher next 
year,” he said. 

Much of tins drop was due to 
the loss of Czechoslovakia’s tradi- 
tion al export markets in tbe 
Soviet Union and eastern Europe 
doe to the ^integration of the for- 
mer Comecon trade bloc, and the 
unification of Germany. 

"To alleviate this, we could be 
helped by a ..greater openness 
towards our goods in western 
Europe and other countries,” he 
said. 

"Our exporters have an espe- 
cially difficult time refocusing 
their exports from uncompetitive 
and insolvent markets to com- 
petitive Western oases, and if they 
have to overcome artificial tratfe 
barriers, it is a task above their 
beads,” be said. 

Mr. Klaus said he hoped 
Czechoslovakia would be able to 
conclude its association agree- 
ment with tbe European Com- 
munity (EC) soon. 


"The countries that want to 
Madtf us in f Mei tmin wg thi« ttiffi- 
cuit transition period must under- 
stand that fiminrial (wd«tanw 

rawimt substitute for tbe removal 
of protectionism,” he added. 

After implementing radical re- 
forms at the start of this yeu — 
liberalising prices and foreign 
trade -and sweeping away sub- 
sidies — Czechoslovakia was 
already notching op successes. 


Investors snap up new issues 

Saudi stock market booms 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — 
Saudi Arabia’s stock market is 
booming as cash-rich investors 
scramble for new share issues, 
reflecting renewed confidence in 
tbe kingdom's economy after the 
Gulf war. 

Saudi Arabia’s official share 
index rose IB per cent to a record 
161.08 points in the week ended 
last Wednesday, the Samfi Ara- 
bia Monetary Agency (SAMA) 
said Snnday. 

The Saudi Press Agency 
quoted SAMA as saying trading 
volume on the kingdom's Tele- 
phone and Computer Exchange 
jumped to 735,998 shares worth 
204 million riyals ($54 million) 
from 487,242 shares worth 106 
mfltioa riyals ($28 million) tbe 
previous week. 

Economists in Riyadh say 
share prices for about 60 listed 
companies have risen by an aver- 
age of 60 per cent since the start 
of the year, signalling the return 
of confidence to tbe kingdom’s 
post-war economy. 

Cash-rich investors are scramb- 
ling for the new share issues made 
over the last two months, reflect- 
ing the limited amount of stock 
available to satisfy demand. 

Economists in Riyadh say two 
share flotations this year — the 
first in Sandi Arabia since 1989 — 
have been heavily oversubscribed 
and they expect a similar re- 
sponse to several more scheduled 
for the next few months. 

"The market has been quite 


active in the past few months — 
there its a lot of appetite for new 
share issues and demand far ex- 
ceeds supply,” Eiwar Ahmed, 
vice-president of the independent 
Consulting Centre for Finance 
and Investment in Riyadh said. 

"Major investors are starting to 
bring their money back because 

the returns are better here than in 

international markets,” be said in 
a telephone interview. 

During the Gulf crisis, inves- 
tors transferred large sums out of 
tire region for fear the conflict 


A 180 million riyal ($48 mil- 
lion) share issue in May by the 
Saudi Land Transport Company 
— a relatively unknown firm — 
was oversubscribed by more than 
300 per cent, Mr. Ahmed said. 

A -360 million riyal ($96 mil- 
lion) flotation by Saudi Savola, 
one of tbe kingdom’s biggest 
manuf a c turing companies, has 
already broken all previous re- 
cords for share applications with 
another two weeks to go before 
doting, be said. 

National Industrialisation 
Company (NIC) is next in line 
with a 300 million riyal ($80 
million) issue scheduled to begin 
Nov. 16. 

It will be followed by the big- 
gest share flotation in Sandi his- 
tory — a four billion riyal ($1.06 
billion) issue by Riyad Bank, tbe 
kingdom's second-biggest com- 
mercial bank in terms of assets. 

A new firm, Sandi Industrial 


Development Co., which wfll in- 
vest in new ceramic end phar- 
maceutical industries, plans a 250 
million riyal ($67 million) share 
issue early next year. 

Tbe kingdom's Al Jazira Bank 
is expected to follow suit with a 
flotation to substantially increase 
its capital. 

There is no formal exchange in 
Sandi Arabia but broken say a 
computerised trading system in- 
troduced last year has smoothed 
transactions by providing accu- 
rate pricing and information. 

Despite the Gulf crisis, com- 
panies in the main banking, ser- 
vices and industrial sectors gener- 
ally performed well in 1990 and 
are r e po r t in g even higher profits 
in 1991. 

Share prices for some major 
firms, induding-Savola, Al Rajhi 
Banking Corporation, and Un- 
ited Sandi Commercial Bank, 
have more than doubled in the 
past 12 months. 

But Mr. Ahmed said the 
dramatic price increases also re- 
flected die fact that investors 
were chasing a limited amount of 
shares. 

“Price increases are ont of 
proportion to company perform- 
ance. There must be some kind of 
rationalisation in the future — 
investors must be aware of this,” 
he said. 

The government still holds ab- 
out half the shares in the Saudi 
market and many long-term in- 
vestors prefer to keep their stocks 
rather than trade them. 


Fighting deals deadly blow to 
Yugoslavia’s crippled economy 


BELGRADE (R) — Yugoslav 
fighting, which has claimed hun- 
dreds of human lives, has dealt a 
deadly blow to the country’s 
already crippled economy. 

Industrial production has 
plunged while inflation has rock- 
eted and the number of jobless 
has soared. 

Industrial production in the 
first eight months of the year was 
down 17.3 per cent and was ex- 
pected to deteriorate further if 
fighting continued. 

"Experts expect that, unless 
the war stops, industrial produc- 
tion this year will be one-third 
lower than last year,” Tan jug 
news agency has said. 

, Since the northwestern repub- 
lics of Slovenia and Croatia, the 
most westernised in Yugoslavia, 
declared independence in June, 
the beleaguered economy has slid 
deeper into crisis. 

“Tbe dedine of the Yugoslav 
econony is like water in a -toilet,” 
one Western economist said. “It 
starts going round slowly and 
goes faster as it goes further down 
tbe hole.” 


Dagmar Suster, the president 
of tiie Yugoslav Chamber of Eco- 
nomy, said last month that shor- 
tages and rationing of some basic 
goods and petrol were- imminent. 

“I think it is only a matter of 
days before it (rationing) is intro- 
duced for petroleum ” one West- 
ern economic' expert said. 

The total losses of the Yugos- 
lav economy in the first half 'of 
the year amounted to 84.7 billion 
dinars ($3.8 billion), Tanjug said. 

About 300,000 workers have 
lost their jobs in that period, 
pushing the unemployment rate 
past 20 per cent, and 4,000 more 
firms, employing one million 
workers, were on the veige'.of 
bankruptcy, the Federal Auditing 


FOR SALE 

G.E. 21 FT. upright freezer (as new). G.E. full automatic washing 
machine (as new). JVC 521 model 2 system VCR (new). Braun 
Juicer. Omega gold watch (for men). 

Call Tawflq 810987 



Fart Of A Deluxe Furnished VDla 
For Rent 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, sitting room, 
Kitchen, bathroom with central heating. 

Location: Abdoun. 

Call teL: 832981 - Amman 


WANTED 


Housemaid to live-in with Jordanian family. 

Please call 604820 
from 8-9 a.m. or 1-4 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Dept, of Antiquities announces that because 
of winter season the sound - and - light program- 
me at Jerash will be stopped as of Oct. 21, 1991 
until the beginning of April, 1992. 


FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished flat consists of two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, kitchen, separate 
central heating, television set, telephone and garage. 
Situated near the 5th Circle, overiookjng Abdoun. 

For Information contact tel. 675652 


<2 )r. l^ourecLhn ^^icuvnek 

F.R.C.S England FRCS Edinburgh, . 
Consultant “A” in genital 
and urbtogkal speciality 
Announces the opening of his private dink) forgone 
A! AbdaU, near the Mamie Hospital, Amman, 
TeL cflWte 684584 , Rea: 848889 


SECRETARY REQUIRED 

with excellent knowledge of English & Arabic both written 
& spoken, word-processing, filing and usage of PC/TLX 
etc. 

Please send your C.V. with recent photo immediately 
to: P.OAn 925356 - Amman 


FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 
hrafobad, Dfctfogabbed and Extpristta VUIr 

location. Independent vita suitable for (fiptoma- 
managsrs. 


tic attach^ or 
Consists oft- 

a- 1st floor WkJe salons - 3 bedrooms, (one master) - 3 bathrooms - fuHy 
equipped kitchen - water well - garden and garage, 
b- Basement Maid room with bath, store and boiler room. 

The building Is new. 

Those Interest e d pit— s call 822688 for appo in tme nt 


glee 

The Amman Marriott Hotel 
WANTED 

1- Piano player for our speciality restaurant. 

jjbj ufiV - V 

2- Cocktail waitresses. 

JflM tfdUJ (J c£Ua - Y 

3- Carpenters. 

i'Ausi JUtl <| CiIjm (jc J53 V ijtik 

aiiyi 

Please apply In person to: 
the Personnel Department 

. M.iw -u ijll J (jjJ IjiriTin Cd i, (fa il 


Service said. 

With the annual inflation rate 
hitting almost 130 per cent m 
September and the average 
monthly wage at about $330, 
many Yugoslavs live on the 
poverty line. 

"The only high spot of the 
Yugoslav economy this year has 
been agricultural production,” 
Tanjug said. 

Wheat harvests topped a re- 
cord of 6.4 million tonnes and a 
record maze production of 13 
million tonnes was expected. 

But farmers expressed fears 
that they might not be able to 
havest the crop because of fight- 
ing in many agricultural areas and 
a lack of fuel. 
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poradic fighting continues in Croatia 


Hlercy convoy evacuates Vukovar 




VX 


B3 


/ounded after nightmare trip 


NOVI MEKANOVCI, Yugosla- 
via (R) — A French mercy era- 
voy, zig-zagging through enemy 
lines and mortar fire for half a 
day, ferried more than 100 badly 
wounded people to safety in rebel 
Croatia Sunday. 

righting continued in Croatia 
despite a new ceasefire call by the 
republic and the Serb-led Yugos- 
lav army. 

Croatian Radio said Am in- 
tensity of the fighting had eased 
Sunday, with only sporadic gun- 
fire in villages in northeast 
Croatia. Tan jug News Agency 
said Croatian forces shelled army 
portions in Nova Gradiska and 
Novska in central Croatia. 

More than 1,000 Croats and an 
unknown number of Serbs have 
been killed since Yugoslavia's 
second-largest republic broke 
away on June 25, declaring inde- 
pendence from the Yugoslav 
state set up in 1918. 

The declaration sparked an up- 
rising by Croatia’s 600 ,000-strong 
Serb minority, backed by the 
army and Serin a, the largest re- 
public in the country of 23.5 
million people. 

Special U.N. envoy Cyrus 
Vance said over the weekend that 
a U.N. -imposed arms embargo 
had failed. He predicted 400,000 
or more refugees by the end of 
the year. 

The mercy convoy evacuated 
1G9 Croats to a makeshift field 
hospital in the village of Novi 
Mikanovci after a hazardous 
journey in which two nurses were 


badly wounded. 

“The convoy reached Novi 
Nfikanovd at one a.m. It's really 
good news,** said Anne-Marie 
Huby, a spokeswoman for the 
Paris-based aid group Medednes 
Sans Frontieres. 

The convoy zig-zagged for 13 
hours along muddy back reads to 
Novi Nfikanovd. The tiny village 
is only about 40 kilometres from 
Vukovar, but it took an indirect 
route of about 80 kilometres 
along winding, pot-holed roads. 

The nurses, Gtuslaine Jacqnier 
of Switzerland and Fabiemte 
Schmidt of Luxembourg, had 
their legs broken and one suf- 
fered concussion when their truck 
ran over a landmine, she said. 

The convoy was the first to 
evacuate wounded from Vukovar 
since the army began a siege of 
the town almost two months ago. 

Carrying the injured, some 
without arms or legs, the 12- 
vehide convoy under army escort 
was bogged down for hours in a 
muddy field. At one point it went 
through Serbian territory. 

“We had to drive along paths 
through cornfields. We ended 
up having to slide the vehicles 
down a muddy slope. Then the 
army used tanks to pull ns away,” 
one driver said. 

The convoy detour took it 
briefly across the border into 
Serbia and then back into 
Croatia. 

Croatian Guards gave the In- 
jured drinks and made victory 
signs as they passed through vfl- 


The final stretch took the con- 
voy back on bumpy, muddy 
tracks. It crept along at five kph 
(three mph), arriving in MIkanovd 
early Sunday. 

Most of the wounded were 
Croatian Police or National 
Guards who had been defending 
Vukovar. 

“The town has been destroyed. 
It isn’t there any more,’’ said 
Dareio Topuljnjak, an injured 
policeman huddling under a 
blanket in the back of a crude. 

“There is no food, no water, no 
electricity- The people are tired, 
but they will never give up. They 
wiD fight to the last,” he said. 

There were 300 more seriously 
wounded people in Vukovar, be* 
said. Some 15,000 Croats are still 
in die once ethnically mixed town 
of 50,000. 

The defiant stand of Vukovar, 
which lies across the Danube 
River from Serbia, has turned it 
into a symbol of Croatian resist- 
ance to Serbian attempts to take 
over large chunks of their terri- 
tory. 

Yugoslav Defence Minister 
General Vdjko Kadijervic and 
Croatian President Fralnjo Tndj- 
man ordered the 10th c eas e fire in 
Croatia in four months at noon 
(1100 GMT) Saturday as part of a 
deal worked out with the Euro- 
pean Community Friday. 

Serbia and its three allies on 
the eight-man collective state 
presidency said Mir. Tndjman bad 
not complied with the ceasefire 


fully because he made it con- 
ditional on the army lifting block- 
ades of several towns and ports. 

Local radio reports Sunday 
suggested fighting' bad eased 
slightly <faning a nigh t of driving 
rain. Tanjug said Croatian forces 
shelled army and Serbs positions 
in Nova Gradiska and Novska 
Sunday, but gave no details. 

There were no new reports of 
deaths Sunday. Nine people were 
reported killed Saturday in bat- 
iks that engulfed most of the 

main flashpnm tc — am nnd the 

port of Dubrovnik in the south. 
Nova Gradiska in the centre and 
Vukovar. 

In the most serious incidents, 
Yugoslav army units staged 
amphibious assaults Saturday on 
die coastal towns of Kupari and 
Srebreno, south of Dubrovnik, 
and air force jets strafed the 
central town of Pakrac, Croatian 
Radio said. 

The federal army and Croatian 
officials were due to resume 
peace talks Sunday. 

In negotiations Saturday, 
Croatia said it was willing to lift a 
barricade of federal army bases if 
the army set out a plan to with- 
drew from the republic, Croatian 
Radio said. 

The regular peace talks in Zag- 
reb provided the agreement 
under which the Vukovar wound- 
ed were evacuated and more than 
130 army vehicles were allowed 
to leave the Borongaj Barracks in 
Zagreb after being blockaded for 
more than a month. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


^haka minister denies starvation 


DHAKA (R) — A Bangladesh minister has denied reports of 
people starving in flood-hit areas, saying these were intended to 
malign the new democratic government. “Reports appearing in 
newspapers that famine situation Is prevailing in nort h e rn districts 
and people are dying of starvation are baseless and a travesty of 
troth,” Law And Justice Minister Miiza Golam Hafiz said 
Saturday. After visiting eight districts recovering from recent 
floods, he told a news conference more than 1,700 people had 
been confirmed killed by diarrfaoeal diseases despite effort s by 
2,400 medical teams to contain die epidemic. Unofficial sources 
said the death toll form the epidemic, spread by polluted water 
and rotten food, had passed 3,000. Nearly 120,000 people in 24 
flood-stricken districts have been affected by the epidemic, 
official figures said. 


‘KGB budget Is 6.4b roubles’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The KGB security service, feared across the 
Soviet Union for seven decades but now facing abolition, has an 
annual budget of 6.4 billion roubles, the weekly Argumenty I 
Fakty said in its latest issue. Of the figure, worth $10.9 billioa at 
the inflated official exchange rate, 50 milli on roubles ($85 million) 
was in foreign currency, it said. The liberal weekly was giving 
details of talks between new KGB chief Vadim Bakatin and the 
Soviet Union’s rating stale counti) last week at which a formal 
decision was taken to do away with the once-powerfol agency. 


Swiss vote for new parliament 

ZURICH (R) — Swiss electors voted Sunday for a 
parliament that will almost certainly have to tackle die divisive 
issue of European Community (EC) membership. More than half 
the 43 million eligible voters are expected to stay at borne 
following a dull campaign in which die ruling parties refused to 
commit themselves on major issues. Opinion polls have Held out 
little prospect of a change in the four-party umbrella coalition, 
dubbed the magic formula, that has ruled the Alpine state since 
1959. Although there is sharp disagreement among the 
political factions and the wider populace on the issue of closer 
European integration, Switzerland’s system of consensus govern- 
ment effectively forces broad cooperation on the parties. In die 
last election in 1987, the coalition parties gathered 72 per cent of 
votes. They took 159 of the 200 seats in the lower bouse and 42 of 
46 seats in the upper house. The centre-left Social Democrats, 
with 43 seats, are positive on European integration in some form 
and die right-wing People’s Party, with 25 are unequivocally 
against. But the two bedrock centre-right parties, the Radical 
Democrats who have 51 of the 200 lower bouse seats and the 
Christian Democrats with 42, are both split down the middle. 


S. Korean drives into crowd, kills 2 

SEOUL (R) — A South Korean man unhappy at his failure to 
find a job slammed his car into a crowded Seoul plaza, killing two 
young boys and injuring 21 people, some critically, police said 
Sunday. Kim Yong-Jae. 20, an unemployed factory worker, took 
a 13-year-old girl hostage and tried to stab bo* but bis knife 
glanced off her belt buckle, police said. Driving a stolen car, Kim 
ploughed into the crowded Yoido Plaza in southern Seoul 
Saturday night where many teenagers were cycling and roQer- 
skating. The two dead boys were aged seven and 12, police said. 
Twenty-one people were injured and several were in critical 
condition. After ramming the crowd, Kim abandoned the car and 
tried to flee with the girl as hostage. He was ov erp o we red and 
handed over to police. Kim wanted to take revenge on society and 
kill himself after failing to find a job because of poor eyesight, a 
police officer said. 


S. Korean seaman defects to North 


TOKYO (R) — A South Korean seaman defected to Commmnst 
North Korea because life in the Sooth was too hard for a man 
without money or power, Pyongyang’s official news agency said. 
Choe Hui Chang, 32, was bora in South Korea's Pusa n City but 
wanted to retain to the North Korean birthplace of his father, die 
(North) Korean Central News Agency said in a report dated 
Saturday and monitored m Tokyo. In South Korea “where it is 
hard for a moneyless and powerless man to five... the thought of 
going over to the North, where my father’s birthplace is, became 1 
more determined,” Mr. Choe was quoted as saying. Mr. Choe, 
who worked as a crewman on a Japanese-owned ship, said he 
watched for a chance to defect, trying several times before he at 
last succeeded. The report did not ay where and how be 
defected- 


Quake shakes Islands of Bali, Lombok 


JAKARTA (R) — A strong earthquake rocked the Indonesian 
islands of Bali and Lombok Saturday, but there were no 
immediate reports of damage, the Antara News Agency said 
Sunday, the 10-second tremor, whose epicentre was near the 
island of Sumbawa just east of Ball and Lombok, measured 53 on 
the open-ended Richter Scale — strong enough to cause serious 
damage. Hie quake shook die west Lombok city of Mataram 
Saturday after noon and was felt in die resort island of Bali. 


Yeltsin steers cautious path 
through ethnic issues 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Fed- 
eration President Boris Yeltsin is 
trying to steer a cautious path 
through a minefield of ethnic 
disturbances exploding across his 

far-fl ung do mains. 

Opposition to Russian rale has 
flared in a string of southern 
a u tono m ous republics, ethnic or 
tribal areas which theoretically 
have internal self-government but 
where activists are now deman- 
ding more real power. 

Mr. Yeltsin called Saturday for 
separatists in the autonomous re- 
public of Chechen-Ingush to by 
down their weapons, but was met 
with sneers from Chechen leaden 
who described his appeal as the 
“the lot belch of Russian im- 
perialism.” 

A threat to Mr. Yeltsin’s Rus- 
sian Federation also came from 
armed pro-independence groups 
in the autonomous Republic of 
Tatarstan which ignored attempts 
by their president, Min timer 
Sbaymiyev, to outlaw the crea- 
tion of nriKtaiy associations. 

Bat Mr. Yeltsin, hoping for 
financial support for Iris battered 
republic from wealthy Germany, - 
reaffirmed his barking for the 
creation of a Russian auton- 
omous state for about two million 
ethnic Germans inride the Soviet 
Union. 

Campaigns by the autonomous 
republics to have a bigger say in 
their own affairs were under- 
mined by the abortive Kremlin 
coup against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in AugnsL. 

Before the coup, they were to 
have signed a union treaty land- 
ing together 15 Soviet republics 
and their dependents. The treaty 
was scrapped after the coup, 
when Mr. Yeltsin moved into die 
ascendant by spearheading resist- 
ance to it. 

Eight of the 12 remaining 
Soviet republics signed a limited 
economic treaty Friday but lead- 


ers of autonomous republics were 
not invited to take part in the 
ceremony. 

“All yesterday's autonomous 
republics have retained to their 
starting point,” Tatarstan’s 
Shaynriyev told his parliament. 

TASS news agency said Mr. 
Shaynriyev’s decree outlawing the 
formation of armed groups, in his 
republic had Ktde effect 

It quoted Vener Safimov, de- 
puty chairman of Tatarstan’s 
KGB security police, as saying 
that about 3,000 people had 
already signed up for a peo ple’s 
guard demanding independence. 

The Chechen-Ingush auton- 
omous republic, whose 13 mil- 
lion people are mostly Sunni 
Muslims, is the most ™H»ant new 
hotspot of ethnic unrest. 

Armed oppos i tion groups have 
surroun ded the KGB and other 
bmkfings in the region’s capital, 
Grozny, and are locked in a 
struggle with its Russian-backed 
government 

Mr. Yeltsin said the separatist 
leaders must surrender their 
weapons and evacuate the cap- 
tured government buildings. He 
said be would take all legal mea- 
sures to enforce his order after 
three days of grace. 

But Khnsain Akhmadov, depu- 
ty {Resident of the Chechen Peo- 
ple’s Executive co mmi ttee, called 
Mr. Yeltsin’s threat “the last 
belch of the Russian Empire” and 
an attempt to st am p on the throat 
of democratic forces in the 
Chechen Republic.” 

. Mr. Yeltsin was gentler with a 
congress in Moscow of repre- 
sentatives of two million Ger- 
mans, mostly descended from 
artisans brought to Russia in the 
18th century by the Empress 
Catherine the Great. 

Soviet Germans lost their Vol- 
ga autonomous republic under 
Soviet leader Josef Stalin and 
were banished to Central Asia. 


Indian quake toll may reach 200 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A power- 
ful earthquake rocked the Hin^- 
layan foothills along the Indian- 
11116180 border Sunday, killing at 
least 100 people, police said. 
Some officials said they feared 
the death toQ would exceed 200. 

Most of the victims died in 
landslides or in collapsed build- 
ings. At least 1,000 people were 
injured. 

India's Seismology Depart- 
ment said the quake, measuring 
6.1 on the Richter Scale, shook 
northern Uttar Pradesh state at 
2:53 a.m. (2123 GMT). In 
Washington, a preliminary read- 
ing by the U.S. Geological Sur- 
vey pot the magnitude at 7.1. 

Rescue operations were ham- 
pered by landslides that blocked 
roads in the mountainous region, 
where access in arduous in the 
best of times. 

The worst affected area was 
Uttarkashi, an Indian border dis- 
trict adjoining Chinese-ruled 
Tibet, a spokesman for the re- 
gional police force said. 

“The damage is very very se- 


vere. Hundreds of people are 
stranded because of road 
Mocks,” said aseniorcivB official 
in Debra Dun, 45 kfiometres 
southwest of Uttarkashi town. 

Hie official, contacted by tele- 
phone spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The police spokesman, also 
contacted in Debra Don, said at 
least 81 people were killed in two 
towns in die Uttarkashi district 
About 1,000 people were injured 
in the district, said the spokes- 
man, who cannot be identified 
trader police regulations. 

Another 20 people died in the 
Cbamoti district, just east of 
Uttarkashi, a police official said 
in Lucknow, the Uttar Faded 
state capital. The victims in- 
cluded 15 pilgrims at* a Hindu 
temple in Kedamath. 

VIP. ffinha, the Lncknow offi- 
cial, said die Chamoti report 
came by radio from the stricken 
region’s deputy inspector general 
of police, Snnrit Shankar Be- 
nerjee. . _ 

Inspector Baneijee said at least 


200 people me feared dead in 
Uttarkashi district, where several 
Hindu pilgrim towns are l o c ate d. 

The : Chamoli and Uttarkashi 
districts stretch for about 200 
kilometres along fob Tibetan 
border. ‘ 

Communications are tenuous 


m r - ... , 

region of valleys and mou n tai n s 
soaring more than 6,000 metres 
above sea teveL 
In Uttabkashi, foe borne of foe 
district police chief collapsed, 
crashing his 14-year-old son to 
death, Sinha said. 

He also said there were fear* of 
flooding farther south, because 
landslides M dammed the Bha- 
grniriii River, which flows down 
from foe Himalaya*. 

The river, which becomes foe 
Ganges at the pilgrim town of 
Haxdwar, traverses the. fertile 
plains of northern India and 
empties into the Bay of Bengal/ 
The last major earthquake in 
foe region was on Aug. 21, 1988, 
along the Imfian-Nepalese bor- 
der. 


Cambodian Co mmunis t chief 


pledges ‘clean democratic nation’ 


BANGKOK (AP) — The 
head of Cambodia’s tr an s for med 
Communist Party has pledged to 
bufld a “dean democratic nation” 
with a free-maifcet economy and 
full human rights, reports seal 
Sunday said. 

Chea Sim also endorsed Prince 
Nordom Sihanouk for the future 
presidency of Cambodia, which 
this week hopes to end than two 
decades of war and bloody re- 
volution. 

Mr. Chea Sim spoke Saturday 
at a post-congress session of the 
. Camb odian People’s Party 
(CPP), which earlier had en- 
dorsed sweeping changes to its 
Communist platform. The party 
also changed its narrw* from the 
Khmer People’s Revolutionary 
Party. 

The congress, in Phnom Penh 
last Thursday and Friday, marked 
the demise of yet another 
Mandst-Lemnist party. Cambo- 
dia also became foe first country 
in Indochina, which also includes 
Laos and Vietnam, to adopt a 
multi-p arty s ystem. 

“Tbe CPP has adopted a demo- 
cratic regime so as to heighten the 


spirit of patriotism and promote 
relations with aD countries. The 
country’s political system is a 
liberal democracy,” Mr. Chea 
Sim said . 

“The CPP will implement a 
free-market economy, alkywing 
trade in all economic forms.” 

The congress came just days 
before leaders of Cambodia’s 
four warring factions woe to sign 
a peace accord in Paris. This is to 
lead towards U.N.-supervised 
elections in winch foe CPP will* 
one of presumably several con- 
testing parties . 

The CPP had held sole power 
since 1979, when a Vietnamese 
invasion force ousted the Khmer 
Rouge and installed a new gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh. This 
government, info Hanoi’s help, 
fought three guerrilla groups, in- 
cluding the Khmer Rouge anri 
two non-Communist factions. 

Former guerrilla leader and 
one-time bead of state Prince 
Sihanouk is to r et ur n to Phnom 
Penh next month to begin foe 
process of reconciliation and pave 
the way to elections. 

Mr. Chea Sim said Prince Siha- 


nouk’s presidency would be “the 
■ most a pp ropriate formula to pre- 
vent Cambodia from confronting 
new political crises.” He said the 
party would protect the country 
from a rec ur rence of the murder- 
ous Khmer Rouge era of the 
mid-1970s. 


The co ngress elevated Mr. 
Chea Sim to head the party, 
replacing foe lackluster Heng 
Samrin. Premier Him Sen, a 
(magmatic leader tfoo negotiate 
foe peace pact for the Phnom 
Pehn gov ernm ent, was elected 
party vice president. 

’The party intends to build a 
dean, democratic nation with 
prospoity and foe ability to (re- 
serve foe fine national tradition 
and customs,” Mr. CbeaSim said 
in a - speech broadcast over 
Phnom Penh radio and moni- 
tored in Bangkok by a Western 


Reite ra t in g the new party plat- 
form, be said. citizens had the 
right to express their opinions, 
bold meetings “(day politics,” de- 
fend themselves in court and 
adhere to any religion. 


Cuba seeks L. American support for 


U.N. debate against U.S. embargo 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba has said 
that it expected Latin American 
support for a draft resolution it 
was preparing at the United Na- 
tions demanding the lifting of 
U.S. trade and economic restric- 
tions against the island. 

“We’re preparing the text of 
what could be a resolution.” 
Cuba’s ambassador to the United 
Nations, Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Ricardo Alarcon, told a news 
conference in Havana. 

A U.N. General Assembly de- 
bate on the 30-year-old U.S. eco- 
nomic embargo agianst Commun- 
ist-ruled Cuba was scheduled for 
next Nov. 4. 

Mr. Alarcon said Cuba bad 
already scored a diplomatic vic- 
tory in having the theme includ- 
ing in the assembly agenda, de- 
spite intense U.S. lobbying, 
against it 

“We are confident that the vast 
majority of Latin American and 
Caribbean nations will support 
oar resolution in the assembly,” 
be added. 

Cuba has launched a campaign - 
for the lifting of die U.S. embar- 
go at a time when iot is facing a 
deepening economic crisis earned 
by a sharp and continuing fell-off 
in its trade with foe Sonnet Union 


and former Communist allies in 
Eastern Europe. 

Mr. Alarcon, listing existing 
Latin American support, cited a 
call for the lifting of the em b argo - 
made by Venezuelan President 
Carlos Andress Perez at the Un- 
ited Nations. Colombia had made, 
a similar appeal and the move 
had been backed by the parlia- 
ments of Mexico, Ecuador, Boli- 
via and Peru, be said. 


in 1961, two years after Fidel 
Castro's 1959 revolution, had cost 
the island an estimated $15 bflban 
in lost trade and finance. 

“It’s a criminal, illegal policy 
that violates foe fundamental 
rights of all Cabans,” he added. 


Asked bow he thought the 
Soviet Union might vote, now 
that it had shifted away from 
communism and loosened its 
affiance with Cuba, M. Alarcon 
said the Soviets themselves 
should answer. 


He said the embargo con- 
travened trade regulations under 
the General Agreement to Tariffs 
-and Trade (GATT) and went 
against the U-N. charter. 

Rejecting U.S. arguments that 
the embargo was an internal U.S. 
policy matter, Mr. Alarcon said 
the restrictions imposed in feet 
constituted a trade blockade be- 
cause they were extended to limit 
other countries’ trade with Cuba. 


He said gaming die support of 
the General Asembly in the face 
of tough U.S. opposition would 
not be easy. But Cuba was ready 
to keep raising tiie issue at subse- 
quent assembly sessions and at 
international forums all over the 
worid. 

“I can assure you that this 
affair will pursue the Yankee 
imperialists like a gyspy*s corse,” 
.be said. 

Mr. Alarcon said the embargo, 
imposed after the U-S. broke 
diplomatic relations with Havana 


U3. authorities actively tried 
to restrict the delivery to Cuba of 
goods made in third countries 
with U.S. parts or technology. 
“That means it's not j ust a ho stile 
action but an act of in te refence 
against all of the states of the 
world,” he added. 

The embargo also prevented 
U.S. citizens from receiving a 
whole range of Caban products 
She prized Cuban rum and cigars 
and new Cuban medical products 
like a vaccine against meningitis, 
Mr. Alarcon said. 


North is ‘convinced’ Reagan knew about Iran-contra affair 


NEW YORK (R) — Oliver 
North says in a new book he is 
convinced Ronald Reagan “knew 
everything” about foe Iran-con- 
tra affair when be was president, 
and that be was pressed by an 
aide to then-Vice President 
George Bosh, a U.S. senator and 
a milli onaire to say M. Reagan 
knew notiling of foe scheme. 

Col. North, the former White 
Home aide at the heart of the 
scandal that shook the Reagan 
a dminis t r ation, wrote that at the 
time the scandal broke, in 
November 1986, he thought Mr. 
Reagan knew about the illegal 
arms sales to Iran and the diver- 
sion of the proceeds to Nicara- 
guan contra rebels fighting the 
leftist Sandimsta government. 

“And now, five years later, I 
am even more convinced: Presi- 
dent Reagan knew everything,” 
Col. North says in excerpts from 
the book. Under Fire. The ex- 
cerpts, to be published in next 
week's Time magazine, were re- 
leased Saturday. 

“Ronald Reagan knew and 
approved a great deal of what 
went on with both the Iranian 
initiative and the private supply 
efforts on behalf of the contras 
and he received regular, detailed 
briefings on both topics,” Col. 


North wrote. 

“I have do doubt he was told 
about the use of residuals for the 
contras and that he approved it 
Enthusiastically,” he added. 

Col. North, 48, was a Marine 
lieutenant colonel when he work- 
ed in the Reagan White House as 
a National Sec uri t y Council aide. 
In November 1986, M. Reagan 
and his attorney general, Ed 
Meese, announced foe Discovery 
of the diversion, the resignation 
of Col. North’s boss. National 
Security Adviser John Poindex- 
ter. Col. North was fired from his 
White House job and has since 
retired from the Marine Corps. 

Mr. Reagan has always insisted 
that he knew nothing of the arms 
sale diversions to arm foe. con- 
tras. 

The book makes no di s cl os u res 
about President Bosh or his 
nominee to head the Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA), Robert 
Gates. It is, therefore, unlikely to 
affect the upcoming Senate vote 
on Mr. Gates’s nomination. 

Nor does Col. North provide a 
smoking gun to prove his allega- 
tions against Mr. Reagan, 
although he offers quotes from a 
tape that might reveal whether 
Mr. Reagan knew of the opera- 
tion if only Col North and pro- 



Oliver North 

Mentors knew who was speaking 
on it. 

' The tape of a routine conversa- 
tion between two employees at 
New York’s Citibank was found 
to also include talk on Iran-contra 
between two other men, indud- 
ing one who CoL North says must 
have testified before the U.S. 


In it, one of the participants 
says, “there’s a smoking gun in 
the doset Reagan knows.” Col. 
North said he eonkl not get the 
voices identified although he sus- 
pects that one was the late Ed 
Hickey, head of Mr. Reagan’s 


military office. 

04. North wrote that he was/ 
pressured to clear the president’s 
name by three people, mdnding 
Texas millionaire H. Ross Perot 
and former U.S. Senator Paul 
Laxalt of Nevada. 

The White House, CIA and the 
Iran-contra special p ro s ec u tor’s 
office all declined comment 
Saturday. Spokesman for Mr. 
Reagan, Mr. Perot and Sen. Lax- 
alt were not immediately avail- 
able for comment! 

Col. North said Mr. Perot told 

ins lawyer. 

“Why doesn’t Ollie just end 
tins thing and explain to the FBI 
that foe President (Reagan) 
didn’t know; If be goes to jail, HI 
take care of his family. And HI 
be happy to give him a job when 
he arts out.” 

He said that a tmbtmy aide to 
then-Vice President Bush — 
whom he does not name — vi- 
sited him to ask that be absolve 
the president and that Sen. Lax- 
alt, one of Mr. Reagan’s closest 
friends, sent a memo arguing that 
it would not affect his court case 
if be absolved Mr. Reagan. 

Co l. Norththinks the 
^proaches were part of a pattern 
to dear Mr. Reagan’s and 
says that when the scandal broke 


be received a call from the presi- 
dent in which Mr. Reagan said, 
“Ollie, believe me, I didn’t know 
what was going on.” 

Adm. Poindexter, in dramatic- 
testimony to Congress, backed up 
Mr. Reagan’s statements saying, 
“the buck stopped with me.” 

CoL North said that tfaen-CXA 
Director’ William Casey was 
modi more involved in contra 
supply efforts than p revi ou sly bc- 
fieved. 

CoL North said Mr. C asey, 
who died in 1987, helped him set 
np an offshore bank a cc o u nt for 
foreign contributors to the con- 
tras and pot him in touch with 
retired Air Force General 
Richard Secord to create “project 

democracy,” which supplied the 
contras with weapons. 

A federal court recently over- 
farc ned Co l. North’s conviction 
for ob structing Congress on the 
grounds that testimony at his trial 
gas ta inted by Ms appearance 
before congressional bearings on 
the Iran-arms aamW- 

Col. North has been fined 
$150 ,000. Bnthp escaped a prison 

term on foe conviction for help- 
ing to create a fake ebronoiogv of 


lMH»ntra events, shreaorag 
official documents and accepting 
an illegal gratuity! 
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Joan Rivers to 
have a touch up’ 




V\ 

y: 

* 


& 


NEW YORK (AP) — Taft: show 
host Joan Rivets is going to pet 
her best face forward. Rfon, 
who Iras, undergone cosmetic 
surgery in the past, plans to gofer . 
a “toad* np” Monday, berpufafi- 
dst said. She. will unveil foe re- 
sults on her Wednesday show, 
winch also will include footage of 
the pre-surgery consultation and 
the. post-surgery recovery. - 
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Man wins $127 m 
in eye lawsuit 


4 


CHICAGO (K) — An Illinois 
man who blamed the loss of Ms 
left eye on the drag Depo-Medrol 
won a $127. 6 mjffiou jury award 
from Manufacturer Upjohn Co. 
la the decision Friday the jury 
decided that Meyer Proctor 
should receive more than $3.1 
milR on in compensatory dam- 
ages and $124.6 million in puni- 
tive damages. “Upjohn will 
appeal,” Philip Sheldon, public 
relations director for the Kalama- 
zoo, Michigan-based company, 
said in .a telephone interview.' 
“We are totally surprised by the 
decision and appalled by the ve r- 
dict.” Punitive damages were 
sought on grounds that Upjohn 
failed to warn the medical profes- 
sion about proper use of the drug.. 
The jury acquitted the doctor in 
proctor’s case of Eabihty. 
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Judge wont release 
Tampa sex video 


TAMPA, Florida (R) — A noto- 
rious videotape of a couple hav- 
ing sex in their bathroom won’t 
be on national television, at least 
not until the couple has their day 
in court, a judge raled Monday. 
The neighbour who shot the 
video through the window, out- 
raged that the couple was making 
love in view of children playing 
nearby, had asked the court to 
return his tape so be could sell it 
to one of several interested televi- 
sion chat or gossip shows. Hifi- 
sbo rough Court Judge Cynthia 
Holloway raled that Lee Adler’s 
tape will remain in custody of foe 
country sheriff, at least until after 
the December trial of Alfred 
Stevens and Janet Paddock. 
Holloway said she was ordering 
the tape withheld “in foe interest . 
of a fair trial” after a prosecutor 
said that if the tape was released 
and broadcast it would be tough 
to find an impartial jury. The 
couple, who recently announced 
their intention to marry during a 
chat show appearance, faces mis- 
demeanor charges of disorderly 
conduct, less serious than the 
felony charge they originally 
faced for lewd and lascivious be- 
haviour in front of children. 


Accused bares all 
for S. African Justice 


COPE TOWN (R) — A South 
African judge hastily cleared Ms 
court Tuesday when a stark 
naked man appeared in the dock 
accused of possessing marijuana. 
The man, identified as Doctor 
September, stripped off after 
bang led from the police cells at 
Cape Town magistrates’ court, 
explaining to Judge H.L. Muller 
that he did not believe in wearing 
dothes. Muller ordered the court 
cleared and ordered Mr. Septem- 
ber, 38, to be held for psychiatric 
examina tion. 


Scientists report 
major prehistoric 
painting find 


MARSEILLE, France (R) — 
French divers have discovered 
prehistoric paintings that may be 
among the best preserved in 

Europe in a grotto accessible only 

by an underwater passage, scien- 
tists said Friday. The cavern, near 
the southern port of Marseille, 
was fi lled with well-preserved' 
of deer, horses, seals-. 
and bison as well as imprints of 
human hands. The scientists said 

it was as important a find as the 

caves of Lascanx in southwestern 
until now considered the 
best preserved prehistoric fres- 
coes in Europe. “This is an ex- 
ceptional discovery, said 
archaeologist Alain Deflexxr. 
“Tnc site is in excellent coudi- 
fom- It is as though ‘ Paleolithic 
mm had only just left h.” The 
grotto, thought f to date from b* 
tween l2,000 and 20,000 B.C., 

was discovered several months 
yw Mtaotiss kept thor find 
react whQe they investigated it 
foBy. Last month three (fivers 
food m ystcrioqsly wfaBe trying to 
JP!*^ foe grotto, the entrance 
to which is hidden underwater at 
foe end of a narrow creek at 1 
«« of Marseille. An 

underwater passage leads np to Vi 
pro* com- a wil SO .menoi 
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